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3 Breaking Trail €, 
*) Freshly fallen snow, Oh Traveller, pick thy way «i 
ey Lae Sa ana dite Peter toe walkeck breaking trail, G 
¥) And shadows of the trees Others will go.... Ke 
ey —Grace Harner Poffenberger. \G 
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O Weary Heart iS 

22 

B. F. M. Sours K€: 

O weary heart, the Father waits for you; God’s rainbow—glory!—planted in faith’s skies, > G 

Life is all full of joy and good in store. Spans the dead storm—calm. world of faith’s surprise. ie 

If you have faith, the flood-gates open wide; See, weary heart—the promises of God! } 

If you have none, the tempests hover o’er. Fall flat upon them. Rise then, triumph-shod. G 

Mechanicsburg, Pa. ies 

Pilgrims of the Dust a 


—A Lenten Prayer— \G 

Here in the common dust we meet Thee again, O Son In temple and street Thou shalt speak the truth that Ke 
of Man. wins a crown of thorns. \G 
Thy face is set toward Jerusalem, where dying prophets In Bethany Thou shalt find sweet solace with Thy SS 
voice undying dreams. friends, when friends are few. Ke 
Through Jericho, the City of Palm Trees, Thou shalt Up meebo hill at last, with yet a heart to cheer G 

t not too hurried to give one sinner more the hope a dying thfef— ; ; et 

at heaps a And then the dark that filled the world with light. Ke 
Through city gates for glad hosannas welcoming— O Son of Man, make us companions of Thy journey; VG 
which were enough were fame the way to heaven, and when the cup is ours to drink, be very near. Amen. oe 
Boonsboro, Maryland —Addison H. Groff. ¢) 
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MAKERS OF CHRISTIANITY 


I recently called attention to the con- 
tribution of Shailer Mathews in substi- 
tuting the historical approach to religious 
problems in place of the specuative and 
apologetic method. It is natural that we 
should find his student and successor, Shir- 
ley J. Case, following his path and indeed 
going farther than his teacher. His latest 
volume “Makers of Christianity” (Henry 
Holt & Co.), may well establish him as a 
pioneer in a new method of writing and 
teaching Church history in itself, as illus- 
trated also in his previous book, “The 
Social Triumph of the Ancient Church.” 

Professor Case has wrought systems of 
faith and ecclesiastical lore and practice 
into their relation with the intellectual 
and social ideas, the economic life and 
the political orders, through which early 
Christianity passed. In other words, he 
has put Christian ideals and practices into 
the settings which interpret them. Still 
further he reveals history as biography 
writ large in this volume as he makes the 
early fathers and their associates live in 
these pages. The lives of the earlier Chris- 
tian constituency as a whole are reflected 
in those of their guides and in their prac- 
tical measures, leaders who in part molded 
and in part were molded by, their suc- 
ceeding ages. 

The Hebrew religion was “unique in the 
prominence it gave to creative leaders” 
and ‘Christianity thus inherited “a high 
regard for the human agent” in history. 
These makers of Christianity were of dif- 
fering temperaments and patterns who 
were “schooled in different phases of the 
contemporary civilization,’ able to serve 
both Church and State. 

The author begins with John the Bap- 
tist and Jesus and at once shows us the 
social and political environment into which 
Jesus came and the principles which Jesus 
applied to it. The leadership of Peter, 
James and their fellows expands, in Paul, 
to the ideal of “world-evangelization,” 


thus clearing “the way for Christianity to 
transcend all national and racial limita- 
tions.” (What a striking repetition of his- 
tory we have in Germany, where we find 
some of the paganized “German Chris- 
tians,” most insistent on repudiating Paul). 
Paul, we are told, “opened wide the door 
for Christianity to become the most effec- 
tual religion in the Roman world.” The 
“evangelists” were led to distinguish 
Christianity from Judaism. 

Thus we are led on, through the early 
building of a “Christian society,’ by Igna- 
tius in the creation of the episcopacy and 
the development of doctrine; the Gnostic 
conflict (Marcion, like the extreme modern 
“German Christians” was for throwing out 
the Old Testament); Justin, who contrib- 
uted more by his martyrdom than he did 
as theologian; Irenaeus, with his practical 
Churchmanship. 

The “protagonists of a ‘Christian cul- 
ture,” were Tertullian the great moralist; 
Cyprian, apostle of unity through episco- 
pacy; Clement the educator; Origen, both 
evangelist and teacher; Lactantius who 
won his way among the Roman intelli- 
gentsia. The “architects of an imperial 
Church,” brought Christianity into political 
life, with its conquest under Constantine. 
Here we enter upon a kaleidoscopic scene, 
portraying Athanasius, his contest with 
Arius, the Council of Nicaea and the first 
authoritative creed; (we may well learn 
from Athanasius on the question of the 
state-controlled Church); Basil who began 
the task of purifying Church and clergy; 
Ambrose who brought an emperor to his 
knees. 


Then follows the “darkening age,” be- 
ginning about 400; producing luminaries in 
Chrysostom the preacher, Jerome the 
scholar and Augustine the creator of 
Catholie theology, who died just as the 
Vandals assured their triumph. 

The “statesmen of ‘Western Christendom” 
were Leo the Great, founder of the me- 
dieval papacy; Benedict, under whose in- 


fluence Christians sought escape from hu- 
man society as monks and nuns; Gregory 
the Great, creator of medieval Catholicism. 

Thus far we are at the center in Rome. 
Professor Case now takes us to the fron- 
tiers and their leaders, to Spain, Gaul, Bri- 
tain, Germany, ending with Charlemagne, 
restorer of political stability and patron 
of learning, but also to “be held chiefly 
responsible for transplanting upon Euro- 
pean soil the imperialistic type of. religious 
psychology that constituted a formidable 
barrier to the progress of an independent 
Church among the new peoples and gave 
prestige to imperially minded popes in 
their struggle to control the Kings in the 
new nations,’ and inculcating “the ideal 
of inseparable union between Church and 
State.” 

As I have read this book and caught its 
constant implications, revealed so largely 
by the author’s gift of making living be- 
ings of his subjects, I feel that the method 
it represents is especially needed, just now 
when, again, we are called to a new inter- 
pretation of Christianity, to face the intel- 
lectual, economic, social and international 
problems of our day and generation result- 
ing from the failure of contemporary 
Christianity to meet them by the thought 
processes and the practices of the last 
quarter century. Our problems are in 
substance the same as those of these first 
eight centuries. ; 


We have therefore not only a study 
which has the needed brevity, conciseness 
and simplicity, bringing out the high spots 
of the formative period of Christianity, 
but also a homiletical illustration for our 
own approach to the demands of our age. 
Religion in Germany, Russia, Spain, Mex- 
ico is sufficient testimony to the need of 
an approach very different from that of 
theology during recent years. Professor 
Case has greatly helped us in this volume, 
as he vindicates the historical method as 
a need of our day. 


—Charles S. Macfarland. 


As We Would Like To See It | 


H. L. Stretcu, Executive Secretary, Evangelical Brotherhood and Women’s Union 


Our united Evangelical and Reformed 
Church is about to set up organization for 
operation. The Committee on Constitution 
has begun its colossal task. What form 
will this organization take? Many of us 
are intensely interested in the form. May 
we therefore be permitted to suggest some 
things as we would like to see them? 

First, we would like to see this Commit- 
tee on Constitution begin its task as 
though there had never been an Evangeli- 
eal Synod and Reformed Church; consider 
themselves called to create something new 
as did the framers of the constitution of 
our country; create the kind of a Church 
organization our age and the next calls 
for; looking forward, not backward, cer- 
tainly not backward. After this has been 
done, then first remember the two former 
organizations and carry over only that 
which fits into the new plan. 

Next, we hope our united ‘Chureh will be 
a centralized body with definite authority 
and discipline over the sub-divisions, con- 
gregations and ministers. Such centrali- 
zation makes for unity and strength. 

We would further like to have the in- 
terim administrative body known by the 
more dignified term “council,” national or 
general, not merely “Executive Commit- 
tee.” Every small society has an execu- 
tive committee. Further with every Board 


having an executive committee one would 
not need to add “of General Synod.” 


Then we would like to have the Presi- 
dent of our body designated as “President 
of the Evangelical and Reformed Church” 
and not merely “of the General Synod,” 
which to many and in reality may mean 
“moderator.” Give us a real President. 


Again, we would like to see the Presi- 
dent and Treasurer elected on full time 
and for a limited period of 8 years; the 
other officers being elected for a term of 
4 years, eligible to two successive terms 
only. Do not allow these jobs to become 
life-time—“until death do ye part.” New 
and younger blood is good for a body. 


A General Conference (and we think 
that more modern than Synod) every four 
years is often enough. This would save 
expense and worry. And by no means 
should this Conference be held in the heat 
of June. Why uncomfortable at such im- 
portant gathering? Make it May, or bet- 
ter, the fall of the year. In the latter 
case the influence and inspiration would 
carry over to the active fall and winter 
life of the Church. Why allow such enthu- 
siasms to peter out into the inactive sum- 
mer time? 

Bi-annual conferences for the Districts 
or Synods are sufficient, again for reasons 


of economy and labor. They have proven 
so in the Evangelical Synod, which for- 
merly had annual meetings. 

The next sub-division (now ealled 
Classes and Regional Conferences) should 
meet annually. Representatives to this 
annual conference should include more 
than the pastor and one elder or couneil- 
man, at least one from every organization 
within the congregation. Only in this way 
can the actions of this division from every 
organization be brought effectively back 
to the local Church. The experience of our 
Regional Conferences proves this. 


Delegates to the General Conference or 
Synod should be elected from the sub-divi- 
sion now known as Classes and Regional 
Conferences, as now the rule in the for- 
mer Reformed Church. 
delegates from more sections of the 
Church, thus more representative and dem- 
ocratiec, 
now.) 

We would also like to see a central trea 
ury for the Church to which all contri 
tions for all branches and projects of 
Church are sent directly by the congre; 
tions. This reduces the number of fu 
time treasurers, prevents delays of 
in other treasuries on the way (ofte 


(Continued on Page 18) 


This plan assures 
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IN CHICAGO 


We are spending a few days in Chicago, known to many 
as “the windy city,” to others as the special rendezvous of 
gangsters, and sometimes referred to by its own citizens 
as “a good city with a bad reputation.”” We have no pur- 
pose here to give our own private opinion of Chicago; there 
are evidences that, in its own opinion, the city is not suffer- 
ing from an inferiority complex. We are stopping, for 

example, at a hotel which is referred to on its own station- 

ery as “the world’s greatest hotel,” and “the world’s largest 
hotel, with 3,000 outside rooms and 3,000 private baths.” 
The morning paper at which we have just glanced is 
labelled modestly, “the world’s greatest newspaper.” That 
paper, moreover, informs us that the Chicago Crime Com- 
mission now rates this city as one of the “‘safest.” There 
has been, we are told, a 22% decrease in 1934 in larcenies, 
burglaries, robberies and other crimes of violence, and 
among 8&7 of the larger American cities reporting to the 
Bureau of Investigation in Washington, Chicago now stands 
in 34th place. This is due to concerted action among the 
courts, public officials and the police force. This force is 
relatively small, Chicago having only one cop to every 518 
people, while St. Louis has one for every 320. 

But we are not here specifically to study the crime prob- 
lem, important as that may be, but to attend sessions of 
the International Council of Religious Education and, in 
addition, some important joint conferences of the [xecu- 
tive Committees of our Board of Christian Education and 
the three agencies in the ‘““E” group of our merged Church, 
whose activities cover the same field. 

It will be remembered that when the boy asked his father, 
“Dad, what is a committee?”’, the latter is said to have 
replied: “A committee, my boy, is a body that keeps min- 
utes and wastes hours.’ We have long since learned how 
easy it is to “waste hours” in committee meetings, and are 
not altogether disappointed at the lack of progress which 
is too often apparent. But when men in real earnest work 
over delicate and difficult problems morning, noon and 
night, for four or five days, with a firm determination to 
agree even if they agree only to disagree, something tang- 
ible usually results. We may be thankful for those who 
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give freely their time and efforts in order to advance the 
sacred trust committed to them by the Church. It is ex- 
hausting labor, and is rarely appreciated at its full value. 


The International Council of Religious Education had 
an unusually important and rewarding meeting. Its Exec- 
utive Committee accepted the resignation of Dr. Hugh S. 
Magill, for 12 years the able Executive Secretary, and 
elected as Acting Secretary our good friend, Dr. Harold 
McAfee Robinson, of Philadelphia, Secretary of the Pres- 
byterian Board of Christian Education. Provision is to 
be made as soon as possible for the selection of a permanent 
Secretary. Few pastors and members of our Churches 
realize how far-reaching is the, work of this great* Council, 
in which at least 38 Protestant communions are officially 
represented, in addition to various State Associations and 
local agencies. The budget of the Council is now about 
$117,000 annually, and in addition, the Geneva Point camp 
property on Lake Winnipesaukee, N. H., and the Inter- 
national Training School for Sunday School Leaders at 
Conference Point, Wis., are carried on independently. 


The presence of our representatives in Chicago over Sun- 
day, Feb. 17, gave them an opportunity to become ac- 
quainted with some of the leading congregations of our 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. There are some thirty 
in the city, and some of them are quite large. Under the 
genial guidance of the Rev. Louis W. Goebel, Vice Presi- 
dent of our General Synod, we were permitted to pay a 
much appreciated visit also to Elmhurst College, about 16 
miles out from the city. The gracious President of that 
institution, Dr. Timothy Lehmann, escorted us around 
the fine campus of some thirty acres, with its elms and pine 
trees, and permitted us to inspect the various buildings. 
We are happy to number Elmhurst among the splendid co- 
educational colleges of our denomination, and to wish for 
it abundant success. We have reason to believe it is doing 
a high type of work as a Christian college. On Sunday 
afternoon, at our Grace Reformed Church, Rev. Mr. Fled- 
derjohn, pastor, we were permitted also to share in a mass 
meeting of several hundred men of the Evangelical Men’s 
Auxiliary. These men are particularly interested in the 
maintenance of the Bensonville Home for the Orphans and 
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the Aged, one of our charitable institutions in suburban 
Chicago. It shows an admirable devotion to such a cause 
on the part of these Churchmen. 

The conferences on the future work of the Board of 
Christian Education, though revealing many different points 
of view, resulted in harmonious action, as in all the meet- 
ings of our two groups. The spirit shown is an augury 
of aggressive work ahead. We shall have more to say 
from time to time about the important decisions recom- 
mended at these joint meetings. We must be prepared for 
various changes that to us may seem drastic, but we feel 
that the tolerant and catholic mind, characteristic of both 
“FE” and “R” groups of the united Church, will triumph 


over all obstacles. 
* * * 


THE ENTHUSIAST AND THE DOUBTER 
Talk About Being Saved 


“I understand,” said the Doubter, “that you talk a good 
deal in your religious circles about being saved. Some- 
times, I wish I could share your joy. You seem to get 
happiness out of the idea that you are different from other 
people. You say that the Father has done for you some- 
thing that he has not done for me. Do you really believe 


this?” 
The question was easy for the Enthusiast. “Certainly,” 
he replied. “I don’t see how you can get along without 


faith in God. I am so grateful for what he means to me 
that I feel like shouting from the house-tops.” 

“That’s it,” continued the Doubter. “You who speak of 
being saved want to shout about it, and you want other 
people to have the same experience that you have had, in 
order that they too may sing praises. What disturbs me 
is that your salvation so often ends with shouting. For 
that matter, I know many Christians who are not enthusi- 
astic about being saved. You are an exception.” 

“When you are really in the grip of God, you can’t help 
yourself. You must talk and sing about it.” 

“Do you know,” said the Doubter, “I could believe in 
the Father too if some of you were not so eternally happy. 
If God is a Father, He must often look upon the world 
and sorrow over it. If He is trying to create a family of 
people who think of each other as members of one house- 
hold and who are awed into fraternity by the conviction 
of their common sonship, He must sometimes consider the 
way we live tragic, indeed. Don’t you think that a saved 
person would share some of this sorrow, some of this sense 
of tragic failure? How can you go about shouting and 
singing, as if the world were altogether beautiful and 
good, when you know that so much of it resists God’s ef- 
forts, choosing rather to remain ugly and evil?” 

“You talk like a pessimist. Of course, the world is not 
all glory. Don’t you realize that when you are saved, you 
don’t belong to the world any longer and you don’t keep on 
worrying over it? You are so wrapped up in your own 
happiness that you have no time to think of the evil in the 
world.” 

“That sounds too good to be true! If it is true, it ought 
not to be. I should think that a person who was saved 
would be more concerned than ever about the world and its 
remaking. Perhaps the remaking is so slow, and too terri- 
fying at times, because you religious people are too much 
wrapped up in your private happiness. Being saved ought 
to mean working with God, and if you believe that He is 
a Father, you must know that He is never without a deep 
concern for the saving of the whole life of the whole family. 
Saved men should be more intelligent and more zealous for 
social causes than other men could be.” 

“T am afraid,” said the Enthusiast, ‘““you want me to be 
a social worker or a politician.” —F. D. W. 

oie ye ie a 


HYMN BOOK AND LITURGY 


Every week the Board of Christian Education receives 
inquiries with regard to a possible new Hymnal and Liturgy 
for the Evartgelical and Reformed Church. Many con- 
gregations find their hymn-books about worn out, and do 
not know whether they shall order more of the present 
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Hymnals or wait until a new book is published. It is, of 
course, not possible for the officers of the Board to answer 
such queries definitely because no man on earth can tell 
exactly when the new publications of the merged Church 
will be adopted and ready for use. The General Synod last 
June placed this important matter into the hands of its 
Executive Committee, with power. We understand, at the 
next meeting of that committee, it is likely that arrange- 
ments will be made to proceed with the preparation both of 
a Hymnal and a Liturgy for the merged Church. Previous 
experience would indicate a period of at least two and pos- 
sibly four or six years from the time of that appointment 
until the books will be authorized and published. If as 
usual the action of General Synod is sent down to the 
minor judicatories for review, the longer period here sug- 
gested will certainly be required. Such books cannot be 
prepared in a hurry—especially if they are to be satisfac- 
tory to the Church. 
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‘AS WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE IT” 


In another column appears a thoughtful article by our 
devoted brother, Rev. H. L. Streich, which has many ex- 
cellent suggestions. Its point of view, of course, does not 
entirely accord with our own, but it offers a basis for prof- 
itable discussion and forward-looking action. 

We do not prefer the term Conference to Synod as the 
name, for instance, of our highest judicatory. One reason 
for this preference is that Synod is an ecclesiastical term 
quite exclusively, while conference is used for all sorts of 
secular gatherings, even those of distillers, munitions mak- 
er, and promoters of lotteries. But these are matters of 
opinion, and not of deep-rooted principle. So also the 
proposal for a Central Board should be considered, though 
it will obviously: not meet the views of some. But read 
Rev. Mr. Streich’s article. We need fair handling of all 
these intricate matters, for there is a real chance before us 
to produce a Constitution second to none in American 


Protestantism. 
a a 


IT WILL BE “THE MESSENGER” 


Certain important actions unanimously adopted by the 
joint Executive Committees of four Boards concerned, and ° 
recommended to those Boards for approval, will be of great 
interest to all who have for years longed for the merger of 
our Church papers. It was determined that there shall be 
only one English and one German paper published by the 
new Evangelical and Reformed Church. While the details 
in connection with the German weeklies have not yet been 
worked out, these significant decisions have been made 
with reference to our English papers: The REFORMED 
CuurcH Messencer, the Evangelical Herald and the 
Christian World will be united, beginning with the first 
issue in October, 1935. The merged paper will be called 
THE MESSENGER, with the sub-title, Organ of the Evangel- 
ical and Reformed Church. The paper is to have 24 pages, 
and the subscription price is to be $2. The Editor-in-Chief 
is to be Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, with Dr. J. H. Horstmann 
as Associate Editor. Dr. Henry Gekeler, of the Christian 
W orld, is also to be associated with the paper. It is planned 
to make this journal indispensable to our loyal households, 
a national weekly in which we may all rejoice. To this end 
we shall count upon the continued helpfulness of our pas- 
tors and people. 
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LENT—AND YOU 


This is our last issue in the pre-Lenten season. The 
weeks beginning with Ash Wednesday, March 6, are 
freighted with extraordinary spiritual opportunities. The 
imporant question for you is not how other people are go- 
ing to observe or ignore Lent and its sacred lessons, but 
rather what are you going to do with the chance Lent holds 
out to you? This is supremely a personal problem, which 
each of you will decide. Surely nobody else can decide it 
for you. You can evade it or make light of it;.but you do 
so at your own peril. 
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THE WINNEBAGO TRAIL 


One of the most touching letters that has come to the 
desk of the Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions 
reporting the results of the observance of Foreign Mission 
Day came from Rev. Benjamin Stucki, Superintendent of 
the Winnebago Indian Mission School, at Neillsville, Wis- 
consin. It was under date of February 14th, and ran as 
follows : 

“T am sending you herewith a valentine in the amount of 
$53.45 which represents the special offering for Foreign 
Missions held last Sunday at the Indian School. 

“In my address I quoted the paragraph of your Pastor’s 
Bulletin from Missionary Schroer’s letter in which he 
tells of plans for freeing some of the girls Japanese farm- 
ers are selling into slavery. It made a tremendous impres- 
sion. After the service several of the Indian girls brought 
in a few more nickles; and one of them said that if she 
were to be sold into slavery she’d kill herself before she’d 
submit to it. They were shocked that such things are 
possible in the world today. 


“Tt may please you to hear that in 1934 the Indian con- 
gregation of which our Indian School, of course, is a part, 
over-paid its apportionment for all Church projects, includ- 
ing Foreign Missions, by ten per cent. Including all benev- 
olences from this group, such as Woman’s Missionary So- 
ciety and other special offerings, we more than doubled 
the amount for the apportionment for last year.” 


If St. Paul were here today, he without doubt would 
agree to this paraphrase of his message to the Corinthians, 
“Moreover, brethren, I make known to you the grace of 
God which hath been given in the Church of the Winne- 
bago; how that in much proof of affliction the abundance 
of their joy and their deep poverty abounded the riches 
of their liberality.” —A.V.C. 

ek aX 


“THE LITTLE MINISTER” 


The men of the Bible Class were telling of the fellow 
who always talked of his pastor as “Our Little Minister.” 
It seemed funny to them, for the minister was almost six 
feet tall and the fond parishioner was short, and looked 
shorter, because he had a stoopy walk like a rabbit tracker. 
One brother remarked, “A minister is little only when he 
is given to doing things too small for a man on a big job.” 

How they laughed when one man told of the colored man 
in Maryland who thought he would like to go to a Phila- 
delphia Church because the book of Revelation said the 
Philadelphia Church had an angel. Then one man sug- 
gested that “the angel might be the member who made large 
gifts to various causes and made up deficits at the end of 
the year.” Another told of a Church that had such an 
“angel”, but “the pastor and members depended so much 
on such a giver that they did not develop their own re- 
sources, nor were they eager to bring in others, and they 
are now in sore straits since this member is no longer able 
to give, even a little.” They all gave attention when an- 
other brother told of a minister who is neither big nor 
little in stature, but who has every member busy, all the 
membership equally doing their part to make up the budget 
for current expenses and benevolences, and all watchful to 
bring in the unsaved and newcomers in the neighborhood, 
so that when the few good “angels”, whose generous gifts 
had been an inspiration, lost their wealth, the Church went 
right on, for all the membership had a mind and heart for 
the work and had the leadership of “a spiritual-size min- 
ister.” —Berea. 


* * X* 


THE PRICE IS HIGH 


A few weeks ago the rector of one of the leading Protest- 
ant Episcopal Churches in this city had a careful survey 
made of the places selling liquor in the square mile sur- 
rounding his Church. In this area there were, in pre-Pro- 
hibition days, 170 licensed saloons. Now there are 172 
places licensed to sell hard liquors and 81 beer parlors, a 
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total of 253. Some of us recall plainly that we were told 
by the vociferous Wets that the saloon was not to return, 
and that the removal of a restriction that caused irritation 
and rebellion in a large segment of the population would 
inaugurate an era of true temperance! The rector above 
referred to says the survey makes it easy for him to credit 
the Evening Bulletin’s statement that there are in Philadel- 
phia today 3300 places licensed to sell liquor, to say noth- 
ing of speakeasies and bootleg joints. Before Prohibition, 
there were in the city about 1900 licensed saloons. Are we 
improving or degenerating ? 

Who can deny that fatalities and accidents from reck- 
less drunken driving continue to increase steadily? Where 
gasoline and alcohol are mixed, with permission of the law, 
the death toll is bound to mount. In England, many efforts 
have been made to check the massacre, as in some sections 
of our own country. But, for the most part, people refuse 
to face the fact that high-powered machines cannot be 
safely entrusted to drivers who traverse roads lined with 
drinking places, whether they be called saloons, beer par- 
lors, tap-rooms, taverns, or “what have you.” Let the drink 
be alcoholic, and the deadly work will go on. We must 
believe the people will some day awake to this menace and 
become sensible. 


THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH 


There is an old saying that “The mills of the gods grind 
slow but sure,’”’ which is only another way of saying that 
“Retributive justice pursues the sinner, and sooner or later 
will lay its heavy hands on him.” During the past few 
weeks retributive justice has placed its heavy hands upon 
two groups of criminals and has paid sin’s wages to the 
leaders of both of them. Dillinger, Public Enemy No. 1, 
with his companions, was searched for in many sections of 
our country. Finally he was discovered with several of 
his associates, and was shot down like a wild beast. In 
the East, Mais, Legenza and their fellow criminals were 
arrested in New York City. Serious charges were regis- 
tered against them. Part confessions were made and 
finally the two leaders were returned to Richmond, Va., 
where both received the full wages that sin was waiting to 
pay them, the electric chair. Mais left a letter addressed 
to the chaplain, in which he thanked him for his kind treat- 
ment and added, “I wish you would keep this letter as 
a keepsake, and in memory of one who has done so little 
good in this world, but who at this late hour has seen the 
wrongness of his sins.” 


The head of one of the most conservative and most 
trusted Banking and Real Estate Corporations in the city 
of Washington, is serving a long penitentiary sentence as 
the wrecker of his Bank. Thousands of dollars were stolen 
or misappropriated. The wages he is now receiving as a 
criminal are due him, but unfortunately hundreds of inno- 
cent men and women are compelled to carry the heavy share 
of the burden of his sin, and have become mental, physical 
and financial wrecks. Another in the same city, a trusted 
banker, a defaulter to the sum of more than a million dol- 
lars, was unwilling to accept sin’s wages that were due him, 
committed suicide, and left his innocent family to carry the 
burden of shame that sin insisted upon paying. 


There are men and women who are leading double lives. 
They are faithless to the ones to whom they pledged their 
devotion “Until death do us part.” At first no one knows; 
then someone knows; then others know, and then comes 
the exposure. The sad part of it all is—innocent children 
are compelled to bear the shame of sin’s wages as long as 
they live. Perhaps one of the most pathetic cases before 
a Domestic Relation’s Court occurred not long since, when 
husband and wife appeared, each accusing the other of 
infidelity, and asking for divorce. A little child of 5 years 
was involved in the separation. Finally the judge turned 
to the child and asked, “With whom do you want to live, 
with your mother or with your father?” Bursting into 
tears the little one cried, “I want to live with both my 
mamma and my daddy!” 
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While sin is a terrible thing and the wages of sin is more 
terrible, there is_a Way of escape for all who are willing 
to follow the Way. Paul most hopefully adds, “But the 
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Just three things are needed, Repentance, Confession and 
Forgiveness. (God does not pay wages. He gives. He is 
the great Giver. He gives us the best things of life now. 
When we wander away He awaits our return and welcomes 
us home. If we are willing to accept—eternal life will be 
ours now and .forever-more, in and through Christ Jesus 
our Lord. —A.M.58. 


BF ge RY 


ARE WE TOO HASTY? 


In the State of Pennsylvania the Christian Dry forces 
are preparing to take an active part in influencing liquor 
control legislation which will seek more restrictive laws 
covering the sale of liquor. The far-sighted distillers and 
brewers, if there are any “sich animals”, will welcome such 
aid. These men know that if the abuses of liquor con- 
tinue to increase as they are increasing, and if the losses 
in life and property continue to increase as they are in- 
creasing, there will be a “Dry revolution” that will put 
liquor out of business in a most drastic manner. They 
know that not one of the glowing promises of the Wets 
for safe and sane drinking, for ridding the country of 
hypocrites, for prosperity, etc., has been fulfilled. 

They know that the way the money-greedy, callous and 
already some law-defying brewers, distillers, and saloon- 
keepers are doing their best to debauch the State with 
liquor and beer, they are furnishing the Dry forces with 
ammunition of such formidable type, that when the next 
Dry campaign takes place, the Wets won't have a leg to 
stand on. 

A certain distilling company knows this full well and 


with large advertisements in daily papers has urged whiskey 
drinkers to take heed unto themselves and drink temper- 
ately. Every effort on the part of the Dry forces, at this 
time, to limit and curtail drinking is to the Wet’s advan- 
tage:—the Dry campaign will be further away and will 
be weakened. 

The belief that the Dry forces should keep hands off 
liquor legislation for at least the next five years, will, prob- 
ably, receive prompt, thorough and indignant rejection by 
the Dry leaders. Nev ertheless, every effort, at present, of 
the Dry forces to eliminate, so far as they can, the evils 
10W present in our liquor system, is simply the lending of 
their strength to the prolonging of the Wet era. 

The Dry forces should teach Prohibition and make Pro- 
hibitionists with all vigor possible, but let the Wets go the 
limit. The more easily they are permitted to go the limit 
the more rapidly they are riding to their doom. The wise 
Wets know this. 

Which is the better method: Permit the Wets to go the 
limit and dig their own grave, while the Drys are preparing 
an immense army of Drys to take the field when the next 
battle comes for a Dry nation, or aid and abet what the 
wise Wets want: Stringent regulations of the sale and 
drinking of intoxicating liquors, so that the effort to make 
this nation dry will be much more difficult. 

When the country went Wet, a farseeing and influential 
Dry said something like this, “For the next five years I 
intend to sit back and have the best time of my life seeing 
the Wets perform. At the end of five years of Wet reign, 
we can again take the field and win.” 

With all due respect to the Drys, premature zeal will 
delay, if not defeat, their objectives. If this country goes 
as Wet as the ocean for the next five years, the Sahara 
desert will be no comparison for the dryness that will over- 
take this nation later on. —Now and Then. 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


When Life Begins 

These current lists of wonderful young 
men, and of still more wonderful old men, 
arouse in me only a mild sort of pleasure. 

They are compiled, I reckon, as comment 
on Pitkin’s “Life Begins at Forty. » But 
even that lively book seems to me a trifle 
overrated. 

I wonder if Pitkin is ever worried about 
those youngsters of from twenty to thirty- 
five who excuse their faulty performances 
by saying, “Never mind; life begins at 
’ forty, you know!” 

And I wonder if his book hasn’t been the 
wrong sort of consolation to some chaps of 
fifty and sixty, who think to explain their 
general insignificance on the ground that, 
being so far past forty, it’s no use to try up. 


takings. 


This is the fourth serious thing 
of the sort that I remember. 
ises to be the most useful, if it is followed 


man’s card-index 
“prospects.” 

They don’t represent so much deep con- 
viction, so much of what the preachers call 
“indoctrination,” or so much definite align- 
ment on the side of religion, as they used 
Ose 
That’s nothing to lament about, if only 
our Churches don’t forget what it really is. 
But when they act as if their membership: 
lists stood for so many dyed-in-the-wool 
Presbyterian or Evangelical or Reformed 
or Methodist Christians, they are letting 
themselves in for many a set-back. 

If these people are no more than pros- 
pects, let’s admit it; anyway, they are 
prospects. The Church has at least some 
sort of a hold on them, It has won them 
from the “big Church” outside, at least so 


under the head of 


And it prom- 


beginning now. 

On this subject, I don’t hold with any 
sort of calendar. The one fact we can’t 
dodge is that today is today, not last week 
nor next month. And so, for good or ill, 
and whether it pleases us or not, life be- 
gins now! 

It begins now, with all the scars and 
weaknesses of the past still on it. It be- 
gins now, with all the gains of the past 
contributing to its present powers. 

Any other belief produces either people 
like the five foolish virgins, who went to 
sleep, or people like the ten spies who came 
back from Canaan and said, “There are 
giants in the land, and we’re not big 
enough to take it.” 

Life begins where life is. 
a memory; tomorrow is a hope. 
day is a dare! 


Yesterday is 
But to- 


Not Real Members, But Good Prospects 


We’ve just taken a religious census of 
our town, and the committees are busy 
counting, ‘sorting and filing the cards, and 
preparing the “findings.” 

The town is no stranger to these census- 


I see one fact in it that some people 
on the joint committee haven’t noticed yet. 

If the figures are right, about three- 
fourths of our citizens are Church members. 

But I know that in any real sense half 
of ’em are Church members about the way 
Mussolini is, or Will Rogers. They are in 
favor of the Church,—even friendly to it. 

Now don’t misunderstand me. I’m not 
saying that these members, who are, to use 
a Westernism, on a very loose tether, 
ought to be turned loose onto the open 
range. 

There was a time when Church member- 
ship was strictly interpreted. Joining the 
Church was a solemn, once-in-a-lifetime 
event. 

It was preceded, maybe, by experiences 
at a revival meeting, or by careful pastoral 
instruction. The Methodists, I remember, 
used to put their candidates for member- 
ship on a six-months’ probation. It was 
a real probation, too, in many sections, 

Nowadays, some of the Church rolls I 


happen to be a¢quainted with have a lot 
of names that are like those in the sales- 


far as to be on speaking terms with them. 

So I hope that in the survey commit- 
tee’s findings, when our town’s religious 
census figures are ready for us, there will 
be one paragraph something like this: 

“We urge that every Church in the town 
begin an immediate and persistent effort 
to get all of its now inactive members into 
personal and vital religious fellowship. We 
recognize in these lists of inactive mem-- 
bers the possibility of much new strength 
to the Churches themselves, and of new re- 
ligious values to the whole community. 

“Let the Church, for a time, therefore, 
‘go rather to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel’.” 


On Being Popular 


A letter from an unknown friend con- 
tains this greatly mistaken remark: “From 
your writings, Mr. Timberline, I can see 
that you must be very popular in your own 
Church.” 

That remark made me smile. For ’m 
not nearly as popular in my Church as 
some other men are. I’m on the Church 
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board, but it often 
opinions. 

You see, all down the years I’ve been 
counted among the champions of a good 
many unpopular causes and schemes. And 
people don’t forget that sort of thing. They 
transfer the unpopularity of a cause to 
those who advocate it. 

About seven years ago, I think it was, 
one of our denomination officials said to a 
friend of mine, “What makes Justus act 
that way?” 

I had been urging a certain change in 
Church affairs, and he was opposed to it. 
His side won out, at the time. But he 
hasn’t quite forgiven me yet. 

On that matter I’m still a member of 
the minority. But the minority is bigger 
now, and I may live to see it become the 
majority. Then, of course, I'll be among 
the popular chaps on that subject; for 
sometimes popularity means, I reckon, be- 
ing on the side where the crowd is. 

A couple of years ago a man who has 
business relations with me sent word that 
if I were only willing to be a little less 
stiffnecked on some small matters, he 
could put a lot more business in my way. 


votes against my 
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Maybe he could; but, as to the “small 
matters” he had in mind, I’m stiff-necked 
on principle. <A little more business would 
be poor pay for letting the neck muscles of 
my soul go limber. 

Oh, yes; I know that people can be 
stubborn and miseall it conscience. Maybe 
that describes me. 


But what I set out to say was that pop- 
ularity isn’t easily gained or held if you 
use your own mind, such as it is, to do 
your own thinking, such as that is. 

I could name three living men I have 
known who attained great popularity. 
You’d recognize the name of one of them. 
But of all three it is now necessary to say, 
“They were very popular—once.” 


Pleasures’ End or Pleasures Endless? 


I’ve just met a member of our Church 
who seems to me to be really happy. He’s 
not quite down to the condition of the 
happy man in the fairy tale, with no shirt 
to his back; but he isn’t rich, or even 
well-to-do. 

He isn’t without worries and larger trou- 
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bles. His business seems to run into one 
difficulty after another. He has partners 
who are pretty hard to get along with, 
and the competition is fierce. 

The secret of his inner cheer, I believe, 


is in one thing he said to me. 

“T am constantly looking forward bhe- 
cause life is so full of life—always new, 
always fascinating, always opening up new 
interests.” 

I told him he reminded me, by contrast, 
of a man I knew in my youth, who said to 
me, one day, that he had tried every kind 
of pleasure there was, and he could see 
nothing ahead but an increasingly dull 
repetition of old experiences. 

“Ah, yes,” said my friend, “I know what 
he meant. There’s any amount of repeti- 
tion in my own life, too; but I reckon 
myself as far from having had all the kinds 
of pleasure there are as I was when I first 
decided to follow Christ.” 

As I’ve thought over these two men and 
their contrasted experiences, a Scripture 
has been running through my mind: “Thou 
wilt show me the path of life; in thy pres- 
ence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand 
there are pleasures forevermore.” 


Text: Luke 21:25, 26, 28. “And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon and in the stars; and upon the 
earth, distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 


‘““Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the 


powers of heaven shall be shaken. 


“And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth 


The section of Scripture from which 
these words are taken is more or less a 
basis for different interpretations. The 
“Russelites”, the Seventh Day Adventists 
and similar sects seem to have here abund- 
ant evidence for their teachings about the 
second coming of Christ and the preced- 
ing days of terror. Peculiar as these in- 
terpretations may seem to many, there 
have even been more fantastic explana- 
tions of this part of the recorded Word. 
But it is all because of the blighting ef- 
fect of literal applications. 


We are always likely to get into more 
or less difficulty when we try to apply 
the Scriptures to particular occasions and 
circumstances. The real richness of the 
Bible only appears when we faithfully use 
it as a Book of supreme spiritual revela- 
tions and make of these the proper spir- 
itual applications. If we do this with re- 
gard to the part of Scripture in question, 
we shall see that it has meaning; not sim- 
ply with reference to the fall of Jerusalem, 
nor is it to be regarded as a battle cry 
for second coming fanatics; but it takes 
the form of a universal, with possible ap- 
plication to all periods of history. 


Passing over the reference to the signs 
in the sun, moon and stars, we might ex- 
amine the following: “Upon the earth dis- 
tress of nations, with perplexity; the sea 
and the waves roaring; Men’s hearts fail- 
ing them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the 
earth: for the powers of heaven shall be 
shaken.” Those words would have found 
application to the times prevalent when I 
was a boy. They seem to fit in perfectly 
to the times just before and during the 
World War. And as you listen to them 
today, they seem to find application to 
these days through which we are now 

assing. “Distress of nations ... Men’s 
darts failing them for fear, and for look- 
ing after those things which are coming 
on the earth.” That sounds very much like 
a page of history in 1934, These are in- 
deed words which belong to every period 
of history, to every generation, differing 
from age to age only in the degree of the 


nigh.” 


THE PROMISE 


Thy kingdom, Lord, Thy kingdom, 
All secretly it grows; 
In faithful hearts forever 
His seed the sower sows. 
Yet ere its consummation 
Must dawn a mighty doom; 
For judgment and salvation 
The Son of Man shall come. 


If now perchance in tumult 
His destined sign appear, 

The rising of the people, 
Dispel our coward fear, 

Let comforts that we cherish, 
Let old tradition die; 

Our wealth, our wisdom perish, 
So that he draws but nigh. 


Beyond our fierce confusion, 
Our strife of speech and sword, 
Our wars of class and nation, 
We wait Thy certain word. 
The meek and poor of spirit 
Who in Thy promise trust, 
Thy kingdom shall inherit, 
The blessing of the just. 


—Vida Scudder. 
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troublesomeness of the times, the causes 
of distress among the nations and the 
fear in the hearts of men. 

Since 1929 we have been going through 
a period of major distress. When this is 
said, most people of course think of the 
economic situation. That certainly has 
been and is still bad enough. We would 
not try to belittle it. In 1929 when panic 
shook the financial and business world, the 
fear and the distress that followed was 
indeed most real. The day that President 
Roosevelt entered into office was indeed a 
dark day in the banking world. The mis- 
ery, the poverty and the attendant evils 
of these years just passing will show their 
effects for years to come. Even now when 
hopes are running high, there is still rea- 


son for “men’s hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth.” The pos- 
sibility of war is not to be lightly dis- 
missed. A desperate capitalism might still 
cast us into a state of despotic fascism; 
or a swinging to the other extreme could 
deliver us into the hands of an equally 
undesirable communism. The economie sit- 
uation hag been and still is of sufficient 
uncertainty to give us reason for distress 
of mind and concern about the future. 


But that is by no means the worst part 
of the times through which we are pass- 
ing. The moral and spiritual debacle of 
these times is most terrible and is the 
matter which gives us the real reason for 
fear and “for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth.” Every 
day we see every one of the Ten Com- 
mandments not only violated but also 
laughed at and ridiculed. In all the days 
of my own life I have never seen, heard 
of, read about or known of so much cheat- 
ing, lying, thievery, filthiness, scandal and 
murder as today. One year of repeal has 
left bootlegging and all the other prob- 
lems of Prohibition unsolved. Auto aeci- 
dents in some cities have increased as 
much as 400 per cent. They promised us 
that the saloon would not come back. 
Well, whatever you want to call what we 
have now, what we do have makes the old- 
fashioned saloon look like a respectable 
gentlemen’s club. Men whose _ business 
takes them in and out these places tell us 
that they are filled with degenerate fe- 
males who crowd the men at the bar, sit 
around in the most obscene postures or 
danee with a minimum of elothing. We 
preach tonight to comparatively few peo- 
ple, while the multitudes crawd the movies 
out to the curb. We try to have Church 
night for the young people, and they say 
they are bored and want something more 
secular. What an age when you cannot 
get many people near the Church unless 
you feed or entertain them! An age jaded 
with sensual thrills and jazzy noises finds 
itself bored and frayed nerves shriek with 
pain under the discipline of quiet wor- 


8 REFORMED 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 


FEBRUARY 28, 1935 


ship, the musie of choirs and the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. 
In composing the preceding paragraph 


[ was much puzzled to decide what to say 


and what not to say. And now that it is 
said, the situation has been handled only 
with kid gloves. The times are so sordid 
and there is so much that is vile and vul- 
gar that one feels that it’s a contamina- 
tion to a sermon to paint it in its true 
eolors. One feels that a sermon is too 


sacred to be besmirched with the current 
sins so foul that everyone ought to know 
them only too well and ought to be op- 
posing them with every possible weapon. 
Ah, but that’s the trouble. Today many 
among the best swing at the evil about 
them. One of the most alarming aspects 
of conditions today is that the sensibili- 
ties of the most refined seem to be becom- 
ing blunted and the average person dis- 
misses the evil of the times with a more 
or less good-natured tolerance. Consider 
these words of Alexander Pope: 

“Vice is a monster of so frightful mien, 
As, to be hated, needs but to be seen; 
But seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then em- 

brace.” 


That fits our situation today. We’ve 
seen so much of evil that we’ve become 
more or less accustomed to it. We’re at 
the stage now when we endure and pity 
it. Do we not need our attention called to 
it before we all become hardened to it so 
that it will go unchallenged? Are we 
afraid we shall be called hypocrites? Do 
we fear that we might be called puritans? 
Or have we concluded that while it doesn’t 
pay to be too bad, it doesn’t pay to be too 
good? They shoot the Dillingers, but they 
also erucify the Christs. And so every 
time we seek to preach a real gospel ser- 
mon, an amused smile seems to come upon 
the faces of some as if to say, That’s too 
impractical, too serious, too dangerous. 
Perhaps, it’s because people wish to keep 
their spiritual mediocrity in training that 
they read so many of the publications of 
hades while they leave the Church papers 
to. fight against bankruptcy. 

But we do not desire by any means to 
be pessimistic. We do have hope. Jesus 
said, “And when these things begin to 
come to pass, then look up, and lift up 
your heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh.” There is nothing so hard to attack 
as a half bad condition. The very de- 
pravity of our moral and spiritual condi- 
tions today is, we believe, a sign of the 
nearness of a swing to better things. So 
let the liquor traffie have its day. Let them 
swing along until the older ones who for- 
got and the younger ones who never knew 
eome to realize just what a child of hell 
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(Continued from last week) 

Jesus points the way out of our indus- 
trial disorder. Industry has believed that 
competition is the law of life. Jesus 
teaches the ethics of co-operation and 
brotherhood. He says, “Love thy neighbor 
as thyself.” Industry declares, “Make a 
profit out of him.” There is a fundamen- 
tal contradiction between those two ideas. 
We live in an acquisitive and ‘competitive 
society which stimulates our selfish de- 
sires. Since the prevailing dialect is that 
of self-interest, the attempt to be unselfish 
has well been compared to the effort of 
learning a foreign language. We are fac- 
ed with catastrophe because we have been 
following the pagan ethics of Adam Smith 
who taught that “Each by seeking his own 
will obtain the common weal.” Today we 
see that individual interests are often 
diametrically opposed to the social good. 


it really is. Let modern women continue 
to imitate the vices of evil men until 
they learn just how intensely nature can 
punish a woman and awaken again to a 
realization of the fact that men will only 
rise as high as the women will pull them 
or inspire them to go. Let them crowd 
the movies on Sunday night until they 
realize how spiritually poor they are and 
how miserably empty their lives have be- 
come. Let us take hope from the very 
badness of the situation. Truly, our hearts 
should still fail us “for fear, and for look- 
ing after those things which are coming 
on the earth.” But let us keep in mind 
that Jesus also said, “And when these 
things begin to come to pass, then look 
up, and lift up your heads; for your re- 
demption draweth nigh.” 

But, mind you, it will not do for us to 
sit down like the “Russelite” and wait for 


THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM 
(Versified) 


The Lord is my Shepherd; no want 
shall I know; 

He maketh my bed where the green 
grasses grow, 

And leadeth me on where the still 
waters flow. 


Into paths that are righteous my 
feet doth He guide, 

And He walketh along all the way 
by my side. 


If the way leadeth down through 
the valley of death, 

I still shall not fear, 
may g0,; 


where’er it 


For Thou art my comfort and help 
all the way, 

Thy rod and Thy staff will support 
me, I know. 


Thou feastest my soul in the face 
of my foes, 

Thou anointest my head and my 
cup overflows. 


Surely mercy and goodness shall 
dwell all my days, 
And Thy loving-kindness 
part from me never; 
I will offer to Thee the rich fruit- 
age of praise, 
And shall dwell in Thy house, 
Jehovah, forever! 


shall 


—G. S. R. 


the heavens to open. Better moral and 
spiritual conditions will not come in any 
unusual or miraculous manner. We'll get 
them only if a sufficiently large number 
of people want them, only when a suffi- 
ciently large number of people suffer suf- 
ficiently to turn from vice and sin and 
repent, only when a sufficiently large num- 
ber of people suffering from the vice and 
sin of others arise to combat it as the 
government is now dealing with the so- 
called enemies number one. We still have 
hope that there are enough men and 
women with sufficient moral and spiritual 
character to revolt against the evils of the 
day and demand their suppression. If 
there are not, then the only hope is the 
coming of some great religious leader. We 
shall then need another Paul or someone 
with fire and undaunted courage. He must 
have the willingness, if necessary, to be a 
martyr. If only our good friend, Father 
Coughlin, would strike the moral and spir- 
itual note as strongly as he does the eco- 
nomic! Not that he is to be classified 
with Paul or anyone like him, but he does 
have the audience. But would they listen 
to him if he would stress the moral and 
the spiritual? Would they listen if he 
would emphasize the fact that without 
moral and spiritual recovery, the rest is 
superficial, unsatisfying and woefully tem- 
porary? Evangeline Booth has just left 
America to take up a larger work in Eng- 
land. In her farewell address she showed 
interest in the attempts and experiments 
of the President, but she very signifi- 
cantly says, “Beware of substituting the 
New Deal for the Old Gospel.” We won- 
der whether America will hear that. 


I spoke last Sunday to the orphans at 
Womelsdorf. That was one of the most 
beautiful experiences I have ever had. 
As I looked into those child faces and 
also the faces of the children of our Sun- 
day Schools, I ask, What kind of a world 
are we making for them? Shall the war 
makers, the liquor hounds, the searlet 
women, the dishonest, the dishonorable, the 
play-babies and the vile and vulgar deni- 
zens of the present day places of evil 
make for them a world of slaughter, mis- 
ery and poverty; or will we rise up now 
and crush the forces of sin, bringing in 
not simply a new age of better economic 
and gocial conditions but a completely 
fully rounded age with better economic 
and social conditions buttressed and made 
secure by the necessary moral and spir- 
itual foundations of life and happiness? 
Let the depravity of the times arouse us 
to look up and lift up our heads to go 
forward and demand, fight for and estab- 
lish the redemption of ourselves and the 
whole of society. 


the World Crisis with Christ 


WILLIAM Rupp BARNHART 
II. Christ Our Only Hope 


At its best it was an ethics of enlightened 
self-interest. It was somehow believed 
that by an agreement on a policy of uni- 
versal selfishness the best interests of so- 
ciety would be obtained and unselfishness 
result. This absurdity has well-nigh wreck- 
ed the world. Industry regulated by the 
selfish private profit motive has been 
weighed in the balance and found wanting. 
In this tragedy of plenty our economic 
system stands self-inflicted. Although 
there is more than enough bread to go 
around, the fact that it is not going around 
condemns our present system far more 
than the words of any critic. Regardless 
as to whether it is right or wrong a com- 
petitive system does not function efficient- 
ly. Laissez-faire is not suitable to a scien- 
tific machine age. Competition has proved 
to be not the life but the death of trade. 
Jesus foresaw the destruction of a civiliza- 


tion built upon the sinking sand of selfish 
individualism. ~- 

Jesus says, “Seek ye first the Kingdom 
of God and all things shall be added unto 
you.” We have said, “Seek ye first the 
Kingdom of Mammon — obtain wealth — 
and all things shall be added unto you.” 
“The golden rule has been denied by the 
rule of gold.” Jesus says, “Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.” We have exalted getting and not 
giving. ‘We have placed private profit 
above publie service. We have held the 
sanctity of property to be superior to the 
sanctity of life. 

We can take the same attitudes toward 
an economic depression as toward a ty- 
phoid epidemic. First, we may try only — 
to comfort those who suffer. Some 
Churches are doing merely that. Second, 


= ot. © 


' people. 


Fespruary 28, 1935 


we can endeavor to cure those who are ill. 
Other Churches are doing that. Third, we 
can establish good health clubs for those 
who are well and try to keep them from 
contracting the disease. Many Churches 
are spiritual health clubs, giving their 
members spiritual setting-up exercises, 
trusting that they will become immune to 
the evil. Fourth, if we act intelligently 
toward a typhoid epidemic we will purify 
the water supply. Likewise, we must pur- 
ify our social stream. 

The Church has too long been serving as 
an amublance, following behind the march 
of a murderous civilization, picking up and 
comforting those who fall by the wayside. 
Although that is a noble service, it needs 
to take its rightful place at the head of 
the march of civilization and with a higher 
vision and greater hope lead on to the 
Kingdom of God. 

“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self’ was proclaimed by Jesus and has 
been proved by history to be one of the 
most important laws of God. Today we 
do not obey it. But obey it we must. 
Obedience means evolution. Disobedience 
means revolution. We must build a Chris- 
tian social order in which it shall be pos- 
sible for people to love their neighbor as 
themselves. 

Our international world is in a state of 
chaos because it has practised the com- 
petitive ethics of the jungle rather than 
the co-operative ethics of Jesus. It has 
scoffed at the teachings of the Prince of 
Peace. Jesus says, “They that take the 
sword shall perish with the sword.” Have 
we believed that? St. Paul says, “Love 
never faileth.” Do we believe that? Or 
do we still believe that battleships and 
armaments never fail. The world blew up 
in 1914 when it was spending two and one- 
half billion dollars for armaments. This 
year, sixteen years after the war to end 
war, it is spending twice that amount. 
Armaments today are a gun aimed at the 
very heart of civilization with the trigger 
held by an unsteady hand. The size of the 
gun is being rapidly increased and the 
hand is growing more unsteady. Must we 
accept the bitter words of Thomas Hardy 
that “after two thousand years of mass, 
we've got as far as poison gas’? 

Jesus says, “Love your enemies,’ “do 
good to those that hate you,” and “over- 
come evil with good.’ Is that the spirit 
of the Versailles treaty? Or does it say, 
“Wate your enemies and crush them.” 
Jesus knew that evil would breed evil. 
As long as we have wars there will be 
treaties of Versailles. Pagan wars never 
result in Christian peace treaties, Out of 
the hatred and hysteria of war no victor 
tan dictate a just treaty to the vanquish- 
ed. The defeated nation will wallow in 
the mire of misery and disgrace until a 
young and rebellious tornado of national- 
ism sweeps down in deliverance. That is 
a recurrent cycle of history. 


Jesus shows the way to a world brother- 
hood. Today we need international gov- 
ernment not only to save us from military 
destruction in time of war but from eco- 
nomic¢ chaos in time of peace. The greatest 
foe of Christianity is a selfish nationalism. 
It is a pagan nationalism that recognizes 
no allegiance to God, or conscience or in- 
ternational organization which conflicts 
with national loyalty. It accepts no check 
upon its national will except the force 
which can be exercised by other nations, 
The power of this nationalism is shown 
by its success in subduing to itself move- 
ments that are inherently international 
such as Christianity, philosophy, science 
and labor. 


While we condemn Hitler for endeavor- 
ing to be the supreme interpreter of the 
will of God for the German people, we 
need to remember that the United States 
Supreme Court declared in the MacIntosh 
case that Congress is the supreme inter- 
preter of the will of God for the American 
Today every nation has religious 
freedom only to the point that it does not 
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conflict with national policies. There is 
no difference between persecuting profes- 
sors in Germany and persecuting students 
in our State universities who are conscien- 
tious objectors to compulsory military 
training. Both are expelled for desiring 
freedom of conscience. The quotations 
from outstanding ministers in “Preachers 
Present Arms” is abhorrent proof of the 
way in which nationalism subordinates 
Christianity to its will even in America. 
The greatest heresy of Christianity is the 
surrendering of its sovereignty to the sov- 
ereignty of the state. It is the greatest 
heresy because it sacrifices nothing less 
than our Christian God to the god of Mars 
and the god of Mammon. Jesus says, 
“Render unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s and unto God the things that are 


HALLOWED MEMORIES 


Here are the last words written 
by the Rev. Henry Harbaugh, D.D., 
a few months before his death: 


“Besides these wider cycles of the 
year, there are also the smaller ones 
of months and days. Each month 
has its own associations, as it origi- 
nally made its own impressions. 
Then there is the scenery of each 
day in and around the homestead— 
the reunions of the family morning, 
noon, and night. There are also the 


Sundays, the holy days; the anni- 
versary and festal days of the 
family, the State, and the Church; 
each of which makes its own class 
of impressions, and contributes its 


own fund of hallowed memories.” 


These lines are written upon a 
small piece of yellow paper, the 
kind used by ministers of that time 
for sermons. It is pasted on a neat 
folder, with this additional annota- 
tion by his son, Linn Harbaugh, 
Esq.: “Words written by Dr. Henry 
Harbaugh a few months before his 
death in 1867. Presented to my 
friend and pastor, Dr. Irvin W. 
Hendricks, Christmas, 1915.” 

Dr. Hendricks has sent the origi- 
nal manuscript to the librarian of 
the Theological Seminary at Lancas- 
ter, to be placed with other manu- 
scripts of Dr. Harbaugh in the his- 
torical archives of that institution. 


God’s.” Modern Nationalism says, ‘“Ren- 
der unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s and unto Caesar the things that 
are God’s.” 


The absurdity of a fascist totalitarian 
state is that in an age when we are indebt- 
ed to men of all nations and races for our 
culture and material possessions we try to 
restrict our relationship to one nation. 
God hath made all men of one flesh and 
spirit to live in one brotherhood. The na- 
tions of the earth are united together for 
richer, for poorer, for better, for worse, 
so long as they shall live. 

The inevitable result of selfish national- 
ism is war. It may soon reduce European 
civilization to dust and ashes. Unless we 
quickly practice the ethics of Jesus 
this period will go down in history 
as one of the great periods of war 
and revolution comparable to the Thirty 
or the Hundred years’ war. Lord 
Macauley stated that the civilization 
of Rome was destroyed by barbarians who 
broke through the frontiers from the out- 
side but that our modern civilization will 
breed its own barbarians from within its 
own misery. Russia and Germany are 
proving that to be true. We cannot have 
peace in a world with such a clash of 
egoisms, exploitation of classes, and con- 
flict of nationalisms. We sow the wind 
and reap the whirlwind. Our optimistic 
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romanticists need to hear Jeremiah ery 
out against “Peace, peace’ when there is 
no peace.” Spiritual reality will not sup 
port that type of civilization. Jesus was 
profoundly pessimistic about a civilization 
not founded upon a rock—upon God. 

No social system will survive unless it is 
in accordance with the laws of God. Any 
civilization which flouts God’s laws will 


perish. Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked. 

Unless a Christian social order arises to 
replace our disintegrating western civili- 
zation many prophets foresee a terrifie con- 
flict between the terrorism of Fascism and 
the fanaticism of Communism which will 


result in barbarism. Another war will be 
as more terrible over the past war as the 
past war was over the Civil War. It will 
produce such destruction and distress that 
a class struggle and barbarism may result. 

Are we willing to pledge our allegiance 
to Christ against war? We may glorify 
war all we please and our beautiful flowery 
words will fall like ashes from our lips 
because we can never produce a Kingdom 
of God on earth by means of an organized 
hell. Of course, there is glory in every 
war but it shines like the sunlight on a 
sea of tears and blood. Today the world 
is red with blood and hollow with graves 
and if we do not soon find a better way to 
solve our problems than by war, we might 
as well go before the bar of Almighty 
Judgment and declare ourselves bankrupt 
—hbankrupt in brains and in morals and 
ask God to sweep this planet free from 
such a depraved humanity. Militarism is 
no longer patriotism. It is treason—trea- 
son against the best interests of America, 
treason against humanity, and treason 
against Almighty God. 


Do we believe that love is stronger than 
hate, that the cross is mightier than the 
sword? Jesus came that men might have 
life; war is organized for death. Which 
shall we choose: the mailed fist of Mars 
or the nailed scarred hand of Christ? 


The two greatest sins of western civili- 
zation are social injustice and selfish na- 
tionalism. They have helped to destroy 
every past civilization. The book of Rev- 
elation declares that Rome was destroyed 
by its blundering imperialism and its wor- 
ship of mammon, 

Like the Romans, we could gradually 
pass into a Dark Age without realizing 
what is happening. They did not suddenly 
awaken and announce, “the greatness of 
tome is over, the Dark Age has begun.” 
The beginning of such an age need not be 
marked by any cataclysmie event. It can 
be a gradual decline. This transitional 
period of chaos will result in a decline or 
a renaissance for western civilization ac- 
cording as we have the intelligence and 
goodwill to solve our problems in a Chris- 
tian way. 

Civilizations perish because of their sins 
and their lack of intelligence to make ad- 
justments to new situations. <A civilization 
breaks down from the lack of intelligent 
readjustments in spite of its moral virtues. 
We are suffering from both man’s sin and 
stupidity. Jesus came to redeem the world 
from those two major evils—ignorance and 
wickedness. Our people perish from a lack 
of knowledge. Jesus says, “Know the 
truth and the truth shall make you free.” 
We are suffering from a rapidly changing 
world and a slowly changing educational 
system. New forces are threatening to 
wreck civilization and will succeed unless 
they are intelligently understood and con- 
trolled. History has been declared to be 
a race between education and catastrophe. 
In view of the rapid movement of history 
our civilization may collapse unless edu- 
cation undergoes progressive transforma- 
tion and keeps pace with the accelerated 
tempo of history. Many educational insti- 
tutions are the last citadel of a dying cul- 
ture. Unless we have a Christian educa- 
tion that shows the way to the Kingdom 
of God a new social order will be ushered 
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in both by education and catastrophe, both 
by evolution and revolution. 

In a period of social transition education 
and religion are usually the last to change. 
In the present period the economic order 
is the first to reflect the change. This is 
due primarily to the effect of the machine. 
The second aspect of society to change is 
art. The artist is sensitive enough to 
quickly reflect the temper of a new age. 
The third phase of civilization to be trans- 
formed is politics. The NRA economic 
program is producing political innovations. 
This pattern is clearly illustrated in Eu- 
rope. A period of social transition is much 
more chaotic than it needs to be because 
education and religion are the last to 
change instead of leading the way. 

Our civilization is on the brink of a 
precipice. From a human viewpoint it 
looks like it may go over the precipice. 
But there is divine hope. St. Paul utters 
the despairing cry of humanity, “‘The good 
that I would I do not. The evil that I 
would not that I do....O wretched man 
that I am, who shall deliver me from... 
this death?” Jesus proclaims the divine 
answer, “I, when I am lifted up from the 


earth will draw all men unto Me.” Jesus 
lived during a time like this. Although 


He was more cruelly wronged than any 
man He remained the most dauntless opti- 
mist that the world has ever seen. He 
knew that the heart of the universe is love. 
Jesus could look with pity upon Pilate, for 
He knew that although Pilate had the 
mighty Roman Empire in back of him, 
He had the dominant power in the Uni- 
verse behind Him. He knew that love 
would finally destroy evil. 

What an inspiring picture we have of 
Jesus even on His way to Golgotha. We 
see Him surrounded by Roman soldiers 
with their steel helmets and breastplates 
and their steel shields and spears glisten- 
ing in the sunlight. Between those walls 
of steel we see a lone figure trudging un- 
der a wooden cross. And yet He dared to 
believe, “I when I am lifted up from the 
earth will draw all men unto Me.” Was 
that a foolish dream? Was that the dream 
of a madman? Jesus could believe that 
because He knew that He was allying 
Himself with the final triumphant power 
in the universe. 


LET ME DIE AS THE LEAVES 


DIE 
Let me die 
As the leaves die, 
Gladly. 


Clad in the golds and reds of triumph, 

They make the mountains a miracle 

And the valleys a fairyland of 
wonder. 


Yet these leaves are dying. 

They are about to flutter from the 
trees 

Down to the waiting earth where in 
death 

They will become soft mulch, brown 
mold, 

And indistinguishable earth, 

And then new leaves again. 


So they die, 

Refusing to remember with anguish 

Other days long ago 

When they were fresh little tendrils 

Breaking from the buds in the lush 
warmth of spring, 

Or the summer days when they were 
green luxuriant foliage 

Swept by the threat of sudden storm. 


Instead, they deck themselves in joy, 

Because after the mulch and the 
mold and the earth 

They will become new leaves again. 

This must be the meaning of their 
reds and their golds. 

They are happy as they die. 


God, let me die 
As the leaves die, 
Gladly. 
—Dr. Bernard C. Clausen. 


Jesus experienced the world’s evil at its 
worst. The torture of the nails on the 
cross represents the most cruel physical 
evil. The anger and abuse of His ene- 
mies and the treason of His friends repre- 
sent the worst spiritual evil. Jesus might 


have condemned this world. He might 
have turned against His enemies as some 
of the prophets would have done and 
damned this world. If so, there would 
have been no Christianity. Instead He 
prays, “Father forgive them for they know 
not what they do.’ That is the answer. 
Jesus baring His breast to the sharp fangs 
of anger, hatred and cruelty replies you 
can do anything to Me but you cannot 
make Me stop loving you. That makes 
Christiantiy deathless and dauntless. That 
must be our answer. That is our only way 
out. His enemies could crucify and kill 
His body but not the love within His 
heart. That was the real defeat of the 
men who crucified Jesus. It was the fact 
that after they had done their worst, they 
could not conquer His spirit and make 
Him like themselves. Even the hardened 
Roman centurion was compelled to ery out, 
“Truly this man was the Son of God.” His 
creative and sacrificial love was so great 
that it was able to transform the despicable 
cross, that was reserved for the worst 
criminals and not mentioned in polite so- 
ciety, into the most glorious symbol that 
we know. It was a love so great that if 
He had been put to death today, it could 
have transformed the gallows or the elee- 
tric chair into the loveliest symbol of 
Christianity. 

Jesus’ love remains to conquer all the 
hatred and malice in the world. Are we 
willing to ally ourselves with a love like 
that? Jesus is our only hope. He alone 
can strike our pessimism dead. He only 
can make our optimism justifiable. Love 
alone endures. Hvil is self-destroying. 
Love will overcome evil. 


There may be no sunrise tomorrow, or 
the next day, or for many days to follow— 
no crimson, no purple, no gold. There may 
be no sunrise for ten times ten thousand 
days, but if we have faith in the sunrise 
making power of the universe we know 
that after civilizations have passed 
through dark days and dark ages the glory 
and the splendor of the sunrise will occur, 
“I when I am lifted up from the earth 
will draw all men unto Me.” 


Hood College, 
Frederick, Md. 


SPRING MEETINGS OF CLASSES 
1935 
MARCH 3: 
Wyoming—Christ’s Memorial, Rey. KE. 
F. Faust, West Hazleton, Pa. 
MARCH 4: 
Virginia—7.30 P. M., St. Paul’s, Rev. 
John B. Frantz, Woodstock, Va. 
MARCH 5: 
Schuylkill—St. Peter’s, Rev. 
Correll, Pine Grove, Pa. 
MARCH 11: 
Juniata—7.30 P. M., Grace, Rev. Ralph 
J. Harrity, 2304 8th Ave., Altoona, Pa. 
MARCH 12: 
Central Hungarian—Hungarian, 
Barnabas Dienes, 416 N. 10th St., 
stead, Pa. 
Iowa—1.30 P. M., Lisbon, Ia., Rev. L. 
P. Krome, Supply Pastor, Lisbon, Iowa. 
MARCH 18: 


Herbert C. 


Rev. 
Home- 


John Calvin, Rev. 
Ladislaus Hunyady, 625 E. Howell St., 
Trenton, N. J. 

MARCH 25: 

St. Paul’s—7.30 P. M., Zion’s, Transfer, 
Pa., Rev. Harold R. Ash, R. D. No. 5, 
Greenville, Pa, 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Dobbs F. Ehlman, from 2205 E. 
Garfield Drive to 1603 Finley St., Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

Rev. Elmer 
Ogontz Ave. to 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rev. C. Nevin Stamm, from Dayton, O., 
to Manns Choice, Pa. 

Rev. James E. Wagner, from 429 College 
Ave. to 613 W. Lemon St., Lancaster, Pa. 


E. Leiphart, from 7253 
7139 Cedar Park Ave., 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


Just one contribution to report this 
week, but that one was big enough to 
save the record from going into the red. 
We received $10 from the Zwingli Bible 
Class, St. Paul’s Church, Laneaster, Pa., 


Reports from 247 pastors indi- 
cate Foreign Mission Day offerings 
of $22,053.24. Recent personal cash 


and annuity gifts swell this amount 
to over $35,000. 


Miss Clara Gingrich, Treas. Total to date, 
$339. May the March winds blow freely 
with gifts for the Bowling Green Academy 
salary fund. Please make all checks pay- 
able to Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, 1505 Race 
St. 


Have you sent your answer to the im- 
portant question raised in the Editorial, 
“The Love of Money,” in the “Messenger” 
of Feb. 7. If not, why not? 

Juniata Classis will enter upon a 100% 
pulpit exchange on Sunday, Mar. 3. It is 


_planned, as far as possible, to have every 


Church and Charge share in this fellow- 
ship. 


Rev. James S. Freeman, formerly a 
faithful pastor of our Church, is now liy- 
ing retired on the edge of the city of 
Tiffin. His address is therefore changed 
from Forest to. R. D. 1, Tiffin, Ohio. . 


“Resolved: That the United States 
should now join the League of Nations,” 
was the question debated Feb. 23 by the 
John Marshall and Washington Irving 
Literary Societies of Mercersburg Aca- 
demy in the 42nd annual debate in the 
Carl Lewis Nolde gymnasium. 
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THE REV. CONRAD CLEVER, 
D.D. 


The beloved President Emeritus 
of our Board of Christian Education, 
the Rev. Dr. Conrad Clever, enter- 
ed into the heavenly rest during the 
night of Tuesday, Feb. 19,. at his 
late’ home in Shippensburg, Pa., at 
the advanced age of 87. The fune- 
ral was held in Grace Church, Ship- 
pensburg, on Friday, Feb. 22, at 11 
A. M., with interment in the adjoin- 
ing cemetery. A fuller account of 
the life and manifold labors of this 
faithful and fervent son of our 
Chureh will be given later. 


One of the most gratifying features in 
connection with the recent lectures of the 
eminent German theologian, Prof. Karl 
Heim, at Lancaster Theological Seminary, 
was the large attendance of loyal alumni 
of the Seminary. 


Rey. J. F. Tapy, former superintendent 
of Fort Wayne Orphans’ Home, has aec- 
cepted a position as superintendent of 
the German Orphans’ Home in Washing- 
ton, D. C. He will take over his new 
duties March 1. 

The Year Book of St. Mark’s Church, 
Lebanon, Pa., Rey. Henry J. Herber, pas- 
tor, is an interesting volume of 35 pages 
and cover, which sets forth quite fully 
the activities of that flourishing congrega- 
tion. During the year 954 members com- 
muned, 

The four Churches of Canton, O., are 
uniting in special services which began 
Feb. 27 in First Church. Local ministers 
are preaching the first week. Dr. George 
W. Richards of the Theological Seminary, 
Lancaster, Pa., will be the speaker for 
the second week. 

Special Lenten services in Hope Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa., Dr. John M. G. Darms, 
pastor, will be held every Thursday at 
7.45 P. M. Sunday services will be con- 
ducted on a high spiritual plane, with a 
view to repairing and building up our 
Christian life. 

First Church, Canton, O., Dr. Rudolph 
W. Blemker, pastor, had as its speaker on 
Brotherhood Sunday morning, Rabbi 
Charles B. Latz of the local McKinley 
Temple. Heidelberg College glee clubs, 
numbering about 65 young men and wo- 
men, will be the guests of the Church 
Mar. 2. 


Dr. Jno. C. Horning conducted Com- 
munion services on Feb. 3 in St. Mark’s 
Church, Lincoln, Neb., and on Feb. 17 had 
charge of the well-attended Communion 
in St. Joseph, Mo., Rev. Jno. B. Bloom, 
pastor. Mr. Bloom remains in Tucson, 
Ariz., where he has been for some months 
in the effort to cure a deep-seated affec- 
tion of the throat. 


The whole Church in general, and all 
friends of our missionaries in particular, 
will rejoice to know that a cable has been 
received by the Secretary of the Board 
of Foreign, Missions, announcing the re- 
turn to the Shenchow station of the mis- 
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sionaries who had been compelled to evac- 
uate the station in November, and the re- 
port that “the situation is hopeful.” 


President Geo. W. Richards read a most 
illuminating paper on “Nietzsche and 
Marx” before the Phi Alpha Clerical Club 
of Philadelphia at the Wellington on Feb. 
21. This brilliant essay will appear in 
the next number of “Religion in Life,” 
which is now regarded by many as the 


most important theological journal in 
America, 
The Editor of the “Messenger” was 


privileged to preach in the First English 
Evangelical Church, Chicago, on Feb. 17. 
This splendid congregation has a very 
fine plant. Its pastor is Rev. Louis W. 
Goebel, Vice-President of our General 
Synod. Pulpits of Evangelical Churches 
in Chicago were also filled on Feb. 17 by 
Dr. Henry I. Stahr, Rev. Alfred N. Sayres, 
Dr. C. A. Hauser and Rev. F. D. Wentzel. 


On Apr. 4, Grace Church, Jeannette, Pa., 
Rev. Ralph S. Weiler, pastor, will have 
Miss Minerva Weil, returned missionary 
from China, at an evening meeting. An 
informal reception for Miss Weil will fol- 
low the service. To date, 100 families 
have been requested to join the “Congre- 
gational Fellowship of Prayer,’ in pre- 
paration for Lent. Offering to date for 
Foreign Missions is $135. 


The Rev. W. C. Rittenhouse, pastor of 
the St. John’s Church, Williamsport, Pa., 
reports that for once a sermon theme on 
his Church bulletin board aroused con- 
siderable neighborhood excitement. His 
theme was “Closed Doors.” The pastor 
was greatly surprised to learn after the 
evening service that many members of 
the neighboring Churches mis-read the 
title and reported that the St. John’s 
Church had “closed up”. 

The rededicatory services of our Church 
in East Petersburg, Pa., near Lancaster, 
were conducted on Feb. 24 by the pastor, 
Rev. Walter C. Pugh. The edifice has 
been greatly beautified by decoration, 
painting and new electric fixtures, pro- 
vided by the ladies’ organization of the 
Church and the Primary Dept. of the 
Church School. The speakers were Dr. 
Paul §. Leinbach in the morning and a 
former pastor, Rev. W. T. Rhoads, in the 
evening. 

St. Peter’s Church, DuBois, Pa., Rey. H. 
L. Logsdon, pastor, co-operated with 6 
other Churches of the community in union 
evangelistic campaign Feb. 3 to 24. Si- 
multaneous services were held in all 7 
Churches the first week, union services in 
the Presbyterian Church the second week 
and the Methodist Church the third week. 
Rev. Mr. Logsdon preached in the Meth- 
odist Church on the opening night to an 
audience of over 1100 on the subject, 
“The Need of the Hour.” Attendance 
was good and splendid interest manifest- 
ed. Offerings easily covered the expenses. 


On Feb. 3 and 10, Foreign Mission ser- 
vices were held in the 4 congregations 
of the Shrewsbury Charge, Rey. Charles 
M. Mitzell, pastor. Lenten services will 
be held in all 4 Churches. The pastor 
served on a government arbitration board 
recently, and mediated a strike sometime 
ago. On Feb. 5, he was elected general 
secretary of the York Co. Conference on 
Social Security Legislation. This work 
will take him into every town and village 
in York Co. The aim of the Conference 
is to enroll all individuals who believe 
in a practical application of the teachings 
of Jesus. 

Rev. David Lockart calls attention to 
the general pulpit exchange throughout 
Lebanon Classis for the Sunday before 
Lent, March 3. It is a step in the pro- 
motion of a conference in personal work 
and evangelism. Service is to be con- 
ducted by Dr. A. C. Thompson in St. 
Mark’s Church, Lebanon, on Shrove Tues- 
day, March 5. In the evening of the 
same day, a great men’s mass meeting will 
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FOR SALE. Cheap. 15 Trays 
containing 25 glasses each, 
wooden Communion Service. 
Rey. Howard S. Fox, Trinity 
Church, Gettysburg, Pa. 


be held in the same Church, when the 
speaker will be the Editor of the “Mes- 
senger”’. Mid-week Lenten services will 
open Ash Wednesday in most of the 


Charges of the Classis. 

A large number of members and friends 
of the Men’s League of the Abbey Church, 
Huntingdon, Pa., Rev. H. D. MeKeehan, 
3.D., S.T.M., pastor, enjoyed a dinner pro- 
gram in connection with Fellowship Day, 
Feb. 19. Following a delightful program 
of instrumental music, Mr. John R. Bell, 
president of the League, introduced Rey. 
Hobart D. McKeehan who spoke on the 
significance of the occasion, weleomed 
representatives of other races and, in turn, 


introduced Rabbi Henry Goldberger, 
speaker of the evening, whose address 


was one of the best of the many fine ad- 
dresses the Men’s League has heard. About 
30 Jewish people attended the dinner. 
St. John’s Church, Lebanon, Pa., Rev. 
C. B. Marsteller, pastor, was one of the 6 
congregations of Lebanon Classis which 
paid the apportionment for 1934 in full. 
The annual meeting of the congregation 
was held on Jan. 18, when the following 
officers were elected: Elders, Messrs. (, 
W. Morgal and H. G. Umberger; Deacons, 
Messrs. 8. B. Bomberger, Philip G. De- 
Huff, W. H. Miller; Trustee, Mr. John 
Wintersteen, Professor R. P. Wolfers- 
berger was elected president of the con- 
gregation, and was authorized to appoint 
the necessary committees to arrange for 


the proper celebration of the 75th Anni- 
versary of St. John’s in Oct., 1935. The 
pastor will exchange pulpits with the 


Rev. C. W. 
on March 3. : 

St. John’s Church, Johnstown, Pa., Dr. 
J. Harvey Mickley, pastor, by a special 
effort, was able to close the year with all 
bills paid, including apportionment of 
$1,400. Total receipts for the year were 
$8,139, of which $1,726 was for benev- 
olence. Primary and Junior Departments , 
had a fine service Dec. 26 at 7 P. M. whieh 
was attended by a large audience. Offer- 
ing for St. Paul’s Orphans’ Home was 
$239. Early Christmas service was more 
largely attended than usual. Harbaugh’s 
service was used and the choir was at 
its best. Ltttle Parish Players and the 
choir gave a Christmas pageant Dee. 30 
to an appreciative audience that filled the 
auditorium. Foreign Mission Day was 
observed in a fitting manner with ad- 
dresses by T. K. Saylor, Esq., Miss H. 
C. Roberts and Miss L. L. Lueg. Offering 
received was $150. 

“Our Kingdom Work” is the title of an 
8 page leaflet of which more than 50,000 
copies were used by congregations making 
the Kingdom Roll Call last November. 
This gives information regarding the work 
of the Boards of the Reformed Church, 
but in relation to that of the entire de- 
nomination. Copies will be sent, free of 
charge, in sufficient quantity to provide 
one for every family of the congregation, 
by The Executive Committee of the Gen- 
eral Synod, 802 Schaff Building, Philadel- 
phia. This leaflet will be helpful to con- 
gregations which make their Roll Call or 
Canvass at this time. It gives informa- 
tion that would be helpful in congrega- 
tions that used “Doing Our Part” last fall, 
and indeed it can be distributed at any 
time to let our people know where and 
how their Missionary and Benevolent 
money contributed through the Apportion- 
ment is used. 


There are continuous reeords of service 


Isenberg of Campbelltown, 


found in the bulletin of First Church, 
Washington, D. C., Rev. Dr. James D. 
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Buhrer, pastor. Mr. R. 8. Regar has been 
elected superintendent of the 8. S. for the 
19th term of one year. Other records are 


Mr. F. E. Palsgrove, 28 years as class 
secretary of S. S. and Mr. G. Bakersmith, 
19 years as member of consistory. Messrs. 


W. Schutrumpf, E. Kremb, R. Bakersmith, 
K. Holer, Robert Schutrumpf and Miss 
Pauline Holer had perfect attendance in 


S. S. in 1934. The pastor has just com- 
pleted his 17th semester of teaching in 
the School of Religion, Y. M. C..A. For- 


cign Mission offering on Feb. 10 amounted 
to $75, and all envelopes are not yet ac- 
counted for. First Church is sponsoring 
the organization of a Young Married 
People’s Club for those who are cut off 
from fellowship in the Church by home 
cares and duties. 


“Our Need and Our Task” is the theme 
for the Ministerial Retreat of St. Paul’s 
Classis, at St. Paul’s Home, Greenville, 
Pa. Mar. 18-19. On Monday, 2 P. M., 
after devotions led by Rev. V. E. Walen- 
ta, Rev. W. H. Kershner, speaks on “How 
to Experience Christ more fully in my 
Life,” after which Rey. H. R. Ash con- 
ducts a Round Table. Rev. L. R. Moes- 
sner speaks on “How to Present Christ 
More Effectively to My Congregation.” A 
found Table is conducted by Rev. I. R. 
Gass. In the evening Rey. Victor Ruth 
conducts the worship, and Rev. V. J. Ting- 
ler preaches the sermon. On Tuesday Rev. 
I. R. Gass leads the devotions, Rey. Chas. 
LL. Noss speaks on “Personal Evangelism”, 
with Round Table by Rev. V. Ruth, and 
Dr. Paul J. Dundore gives the closing ad- 
dress on “The Unifying Power of Mis- 
sions.” The Retreat reaches its climax 
in the celebration of the Holy Commun- 
ion. 

Tennent College of Christian Education 
has just celebrated, for the first time, a 
Founders’ Day in honor of those who 
organized the institution in 1907 under 
the name of the Philadelphia School for 
Christian Workers of the Presbyterian 
and Reformed Churches. The late Revs. 
Charles E. Bronson,-D.D., James A. Wor- 
den, D.D., and Rufus W. Miller, D.D., were 
the heads of the first three departments 
of the training school. Rev. William 
Henry Roberts, D.D., for many years 
Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church, 
was the first president. Mr. Harry KE. 
- Paisley who has, for so many years, been 
a leader in the Reformed Church activi- 
ties, is the only surviving charter member 
of the Board of Trustees still connected 
with the institution. He is at present vice 
president of the Board of Trustees of 
Tennent College, representing the Re- 
formed Church, and is chairman of the 
Finance Committee. Founders’ Day cele- 
bration was in the form of a dinner, with 
an interesting program following. At the 
recent meeting of the Board of Trustees, 
March 5 was officially designed as Found- 
ers’ Day for the future. 


On Feb. 20, there were 85 present at the 
S. S. Assoc. banquet of St. Mark’s Church, 
teading, Pa., Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, pas- 
tor. Mr. George S. Fisher, general super- 
intendent, was toastmaster and Dr. Ray- 
mond W. Albright, Theological Seminary 
of Albright College, spoke on Christian 
Education. Mr. Allyn T. Taylor, presi- 
dent of Consumers’ Gas Co., Reading, 
spoke to the Men’s Club Feb. 21, on the 
subject, “Gas, its Origin, Transmission 
and Use.” Mr. Brooke L. Overholtzer, 
president, was in charge. On Feb. 27 and 
28, the Sunshine Division presented its 
12th annual play, “Absent-Minded Judy.” 
Rey. Thomas H. Leinbach, D.D., St. John’s 
Church, and Rey. Gustav R. Poetter, will 
exchange pulpits Sunday morning, March 
10. Elders of St. Mark’s Church are a 
committee on spiritual delinquency and 
plan to visit every member who has not 
communed since last Easter, inviting him 
to do so on Easter, 1935. Lenten Daily 
Offering Envelopes, mailed to each mem- 
ber, are to be used each day and brought 


to Chureh Maundy Thursday night, April 
21. 

In First Church, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. 
W. H. Bollman, pastor, the annual con- 
gregational meeting, Jan. 16, launched 
elaborate plans for celebrating the 200th 
anniversary of the erection of the old log 
cabin Church, its first building, in June, 
1936. On Jan. 6, 376 communed. Part, 1 
of Handel’s “The Messiah” was beauti- 
fully rendered by the choir at the morn- 
ing service Jan. 20 and repeated for the 
general public Jan. 27. Dr. Paul S. Lein- 
bach, editor of the “Messenger”, was guest 
preacher at the preparatory service, Dec. 
20, and also delivered an inspiring ser- 
mon on “Christian Literature in the 
Home,” Feb. 10. A Parents’ Club formed 
and met every Tuesday evening in Feb. 
to study complex problems involved in 
rearing children, under Dr. N. C. Harner 
of the Seminary. The S. 8S. is making 
strenuous efforts, by use of coin gleaner 
cards, to raise $200 toward the Foreign 
Mission debt. Different types of movies 
formed an interesting topic for discussion 
by the young people at several Sunday 
evening meetings. The Feb. emphasis at 
Old First Church was “Building the Chris- 
tian Home.” Feb. 24 was “Family Day,” 
with family pews well filled and a con- 
gregation of over 500 to hear a sermon 
on “The Church and Home together in 
Christian Education.” Church attendance 
is increasing. 

Our Reformed Church at Manor, Pa., 
celebrated its Golden Jubilee during the 
past month. Rey. Russell C. Eroh has 
been its efficient pastor since May 8, 1932. 
Since the organization of this congrega- 
tion on February 14, 1885, it has been 
cared for by the following pastors: Henry 
F. Keener, Albert EK. Truxal, D.D., Thomas 
S. Land, D.D., Daniel H. Leader, Charles 
L. Noss and Arthur W. Barley. Revs. Noss 
and Barley were the guest speakers on 
Friday evening, February 15th, when the 
history of this congregation was interest- 
ingly presented and the five living char- 
ter-members were appreciatively honored. 
Rev. J. Rauch Stein, D.D., preached the 
anniversary sermon on Sunday evening, 
February 17 from the text, “I press on 
toward the goal.” On Sunday morning 
the members of the Brush Creek con- 
gregation, which is a part of the present 
Charge and from whose membership the 
manor congregation was organized, were 
present and united in the Holy Commun- 
ion administered by the pastor, who was 
assisted by the three guest ministers and 
Elder C. C. Walthour. These anniversary 
services were rendered further impressive 
through an excellent Historical Exhibit 
and the publication and distribution of 
an illustrated 50th Anniversary Booklet. 
It contained an excellently summarized 
history of the beginnings and the growth 
of the congregation together with a num- 
ber of cuts of the various organizations 
of this youthful, active and influential 
congregation of the Westmoreland Classis. 


BY THE WAY 


On a recent Saturday noon, at the An- 
nual Meeting of the Federation of 
Churches in the city of Cleveland, I listen- 
ed to an address by Dr. Paul Hutchinson, 
Managing Editor of the “Christian Cen: 
tury”, on “The Church in Germany”. Hay- 
ing recently visited that land, he spoke 
of Germany’s marked exhibition of a pro- 
nounced and distinct Nationalism facing 
an equally pronounced and determined op- 
position on the part of German pastors, 
who refused unconditional submission to 
Nazi totalitarianism. He spoke of this 
opposition, coming all the more surpris- 
ingly from a Chureh which has magnified 
mysticism and minimized the social mis- 
sion of the Church. The “youth awaken- 
ing” has been captured by the Hitler 
regime and made the agent of its enthusi- 
astie propaganda. 


The speaker significantly pointed out 


\ 


that this issue between Nationalism and 
the Church joins in varying forms in other 
nations and in our own land where the 
Supreme Court decision in the Macintosh 
ease and Californian student case, rela- 
tive to military training, made by definite 
implication the voice of Congress, and not 
the voice of conscience, the voice of God. 
This issue, he predicts, will have inereas- 
ing prominence in the next 50 years, and 
the time may come when there shall be 
enacted in our land that  beatitude: 
“Blessed are they that have been perse- 
euted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven.” Out of such 
travail shall be born a new Christianity. 


On Sunday in Detroit, in the midst of 
two Church services and four conferences 
(with two consistories, one congregation 
and one with pastors of Evangelical and 
Reformed Churches) we found time to 
listen to Senator Nye, who addressed a 
mass meeting in Central M. E. Church on 
“Munitions”. Rabbi Franklin, in intro- 
ducing the speaker, referred to the world 
war as “the war which nobody won and 
everybody lost.” Senator Nye, chairman 
of that Investigating Committee, ex- 
hibited the grasping greed of munition 
makers, who piled up hundreds of per 
cents of profits while war was raging, 
and that they with the ship-building com- 
panies, who made unmentionable profits, 
held up for months contracts for needed 
products in their contention for more 
favorable profits. They contended for 
profits while the world was burning. What 
a strange contrast between profitable 
patriotism in running factories and the 
profitless patriotism of sacrificial service 
in the trenches, a striking incongruity! 


Would not such gruesome “racketeering” 


provoke any man and statesman to advo- 
cate the taking of such industries out of 
private hands? 


On our homeward way in Chicago, Mon- 
day morning, we met brethren of our 
Evangelical and Reformed Churches at the 
annual meeting of the City Federation of 


Churches, where the main address was — 
delivered by Dr. C. B. MeAfee, Moderator ~ 
of the Presbyterian Church, on “The Price 


of Co-operation”. He emphasized “the give 
and take” process in co-ordinating Chris- 
tian forces in Kingdom enterprises at 
home and abroad. There was an interest- 
ing panel discussion of “United Protestant- 
antism in Chicago”, with enlarged empha- 
sis on religious education and its trends, 
by Prof. W. C. Bowers of the University 
of Chicago. 

A dramatie interruption of Dr. 
Afee’s address was a long distance eall 


from Senator Dietrich (on the eve of the 


vote on the World Court), who in answer 
to President R. Clemens’ expression of the 
Federation’s voted approval stated that 
he could not honorably do anything else 
than vote for the World Court. 
is settled until it is settled right.” 


—J. Cc. H 


GERMAN PHILADELPHIA CLASSIS 


The German Philadelphia Classis met in 
regular “Spring” Session Feb. 12 and 13 


in The Karmel Church, 72nd Street and 


Elmwood Ave., West Philadelphia, Rev. 
Wm. G. Weiss, pastor. 
vice on the 12th the retiring president, 
the Rev. Benj. S. Stern, D.D., preached, 


using the text IT Peter 1:19: “We have al- 


so a more sure word of prophecy: where- 
unto ye do well that ye take heed, as 


unto a light that shineth in a dark place, — 


until the day dawn and the day star arise 
in your hearts.” 


The result of the election was as f 
lows: Rey. Wm. G. Weiss was elected 
President, Rev. Benj. 8. Stern, D.D., 
Vice- President, Rev. Geo. Moischnee 
Corresponding "Secretary, and Elder Hen 
G. Echelmeier was re-elected as Trea 
and Rey. G. A. Haack is Stated 

The report of the Executive Co: 
was submitted and adopted. As : 


Me- | 


“Nothing — 


In the opening ser- — 
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ports in reference to the supplying Beth- 
lehem Church of Philadelphia and also 
Bethlehem Church in Glassboro, N. J. A 
number of visitors was present and were 
welcomed by the President. The Rev. 
Clayton H. Ranck, D.D., made an address 
concerning the work among the students. 
The Revs. Purd E. Deitz and W. Sherman 
KXersehner, D.D., of The Philadelphia Clas- 
sis, were present and brought greetings 
from the Philadelphia Classis and an over- 
ture as to closer relations of the* two 
hodies or eventually the possibility of a 
union of the two. A Committee was ap- 
pointed to report on this question at a 
later day. 

Rev. Henry Brahm of the Presbyterian 
Church, Rey. Donald Englert, Stated Sup- 
ply of The Hill Chureh, Bechtelsville, Pa., 
and the Rev. Mr. Palmquist, Secretary of 
the Philadelphia Federation of Churches, 
were present; the latter explaining the 
work of the Federation. 

The ladies of Karmel entertained the 
members of Classis very pleasantly at 
noon and in the evening in the large 
social hall of the parish and a hearty vote 
of thanks was tendered them for their 
acceptable services. 

An invitation was extended to the Clas- 
sis to hold the Fall meeting in The Hill 
Chureh near Bechtelsville, Pa., by the Sup- 
ply pastor, Rev. Donald Englert, and the 
Elder, Mr. Elmer E. Conrad, and it was 
resolved to meet again, the Lord willing, 
on Oct. 8 at 10 A. M., in the Hill Church, 
Bechtelsville, Pa. The session was closed 
in the usual manner with prayer, the 
creed, a hymn and the benediction by the 
President. —B. 5S. S. 


Trans-Atlantic Echoes 
By Hubert W. Horwill 


London, England—Publishers do not 
issue books unless they have reason to 
believe there is a market for them, and 
readers do not buy books unless they are 
interested in the subject dealt with. 
Hence there is not a little significance in 
the statistics collected by the “Publishers’ 
Circular” of new boks published in Great 
Britain during 1934. Fiction, as might 
have been expected, tops the list with 
1,904, followed by juvenile literature 
(831) and sociology (757). Out of 17 
separate classifications, religion comes 
fourth, with 711. It ranks third in the 
number of new editions, and second in 
translations. We must remember, too, 
that many books listed under other head- 
ings owe their appeal to their religious 
interest; e. g., St. John Ervine’s life of 
General William Booth, which, of course, 
is counted under biography. An even 
more striking instance is H. V. Morton’s 
“In the Steps of the Master”. This is 
naturally and properly classified under 
travel, but if its author’s journeys had 
taken him through Yugo-Slavia, let us 
say, instead of through the Holy Land, 
it is safe to say that his publisher would 
not have been able to report a sale of 
115,000 copies of the resulting book with- 
in two or three weeks. 


Religious “Best Sellers’—-The success 
of Mr. Morton’s volume of travel in 
Palestine reminds us that some publica- 
tions with a definitely religious interest 
rank well among “best sellers’. Many 
novelists with a considerable reputation 
would be glad to be assured of as steady 
a sale as is secured by several religiou 
writers. By “religious writers” I do not 
mean writers of religious fiction. Such 
books as Ingram’s “Prince of the House 
of David” and Sheldon’s “In His Steps” 
once had an enormous circulation, but 
little of that type of literature is offered 
to the public nowadays. The demand is 
especially for works that deal with _the 
personality of Christ and the implications 
of His teaching with regard to present- 
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day problems; e. g., Glover’s “Jesus of 
History”, whose sales have exceeded 
100,000 copies. Books that set forth the 
Christian message in modern language or 
that relate a vital Christian experience 
are eagerly bought and read. One might 
note particularly how the writings. of C. 
F. Andrews, Stanley Jones, Leslie Weath- 
erhead, and A. J. Russell have gone rapid- 
ly into edition after edition. Few Amer- 
ican writers have as large an English 
constituency as Dr. Fosdick. Dr Inge’s 
books are far from being light reading, 
but the first edition of his “God and the 
Astronomers” was sold out a week before 
publication, and 15,000 copies have al- 
ready ,been sold of ‘Vale’. More than 
90,000 copies had been sold of R. BE. 
Welsh’s “In Relief of Doubt” before a 
revised and expanded edition of it was 
issued a year or two ago. ‘Something 
Happened”, that remarkable narrative of 
three women missionaries in China, has 
had to be reprinted again and again, and 
its total sales are numbered by tens of 
thousands. And the “best seller” of all, 
year in year out, is still the Bible. 


Notes and News—It was noted that at 
St. Paul’s Cathedral on Christmas Day 
Canon “Dick’ Sheppard made a silent 
protest against the recitation of the 
Athanasian Creed. He knelt in his place 
and so remained while the rest of the 
clergy and the choir turned to the Hast. 
He has since stated that he personally 
accepts this creed fully, but considers 
that it needs so much explaining as to be 
unsuitable for use on such an occasion. 
... The official surveyor of the fabric of 
St. Paul’s expresses grave concern at the 
growing obstruction of some of the finest 
views of the cathedral by the erection of 
high buildings in the neighborhood... . 
British Methodism has suffered a heavy 
loss by the death, at the age of 60, of 
the Rev. George H. McNeal. After 19 
years spent in successful home mission 
work in Sheffield, he was appointed 10 
years ago to Wesley’s Chapel, London, 
where he accomplished a remarkable 
work of reconstruction, both spiritual and 
material. . .. According to the Bishop of 
Bradford, many parishes are seriously 
understaffed; and the cause of this is al- 
ways their unreadiness or inability to 
find the money for the number of assist- 
ant curates required for the progress of 
the Church’s work. .. . The negotiations 
for an amalgamation between the Church 
Missionary Society and the South Amer- 
ican Missionary Society have come to an 
unsuccessful end... . It is being noted 
that Sunday Schools in some parts of the 
country are suffering from the tendency 
of parents to take their children on Sun- 
day afternoon excursions. 


Obiter Dicta—Dean Carpenter warns us 
not. to let “charity” impair our moral 
judgments. Charity means judging ac- 
cording to the divine standard. The char- 
ity of God is unfailing, but it is a puri- 
fying and therefore often a terrible thing. 
. .. Faith, says Dr. W. B. Selbie, is no 
mere idle intellectual acceptance of the 
incredible, but a whole-souled response to 
God’s approach, taking Him at His word 
and acting upon it. ... Dean Matthews 
describes the Kingdom of God as the 
substitution of new motives for old as 
the driving force of progress. It is the 
opposite and the enemy of all the “tragic 
empires” which have been based on force 
and selfishness. ... Dr. James Reid points 
out that the word “humanity” had no 
place in Christ’s vocabulary. It is too 
abstract. It was always the individual 
who won His love and pity. - You 
might as well talk about “mere engineer- 
ing’, says the Rev. W. J. Noble, as about 
“mere preaching’. Every great move- 
ment in history has been due to preach- 
ing—the beginning of the Christian 
Chureh, the Crusades, the Evangelical 
Revival, the Labor movement in England, 
and atheistic Communism in Europe and 
Asia. - 
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DR. J. P. MOORE AS FRIEND AND 
COMPANION 


On Feb. 7, there passed away one of 
the outstanding veterans of our Church, 
a man perpetually young in spirit but 
with more than three score years spent in 
the service of God and his fellowmen. 1] 
refer to Rev. Jairus P. Moore, D.D., one 
of the earliest of our missionaries to 
Japan and a man greatly loved on both 
sides of the Pacifie. Few missionaries at- 
tain such well earned popularity among 
the Japanese as did Dr. Moore. His fine 
sense of comradeship and the sincerity of 
the life he lived among them won him 
the respect and love of the Japanese peo- 
ple. Some 15 years ago a group of Japa- 
nese connected with our mission work se- 
lected by vote the three members of our 
Japan Mission who had succeeded best in 
attaining the attitude and spirit of the 
Japanese themselves and who consequently 
were accepted most freely and intimately 
by the people they had come to serve. 
Dr. Moore was one of the three, 

But I wash more particularly to pay a 
personal tribute to Dr. Moore as a friend 
and companion, for I knew him as per- 
haps few had the opportunity of knowing 
him. It was my privilege for a time to 
enjoy with him the intimate relationships 
of home life. When I first went to Japan 
in 1919 as a young fellow just out of col- 
lege, it was Dr. Moore and his good wife 
who so cordially welcomed me into their 
Sendai home. For two years I shared in 
the fellowship of that home, and as I look 
back upon that experience Dr. Moore 
stands out as the kindly guide and com- 
panion of many delightful hours. 


Dr. Moore used to refer to me as his 
boy, and indeed I was treated in his home 
much as a son might have been. How- 
ever, though exactly 50 years separated 
us in point of age, Dr. Moore’s youthful 
spirit easily bridged the gap“and made 
him a highly valued companion. His 
habitual geniality, his fine sense of pro- 
portion, his rare ability in seeing the hu- 
morous side of things, and his intimate 
knowledge of Japan and her people made 
him a delightful and invaluable friend. 
But above all stood out his deep conseera- 
tion to his task. In this he was truly a 
great inspiration to a young man just en- 
tering upon foreign missiomary work. 

The close friendship engendered by those 
years of intimacy was lasting and e¢on- 
tinued to be a blessing even after Dr. 
Moore’s retirement from active mission- 
ary labor in Japan. The writer of this 
little tribute, therefore, wishes here pub- 
licly to express his deep sense of graitude 
to one who through his long eareer so 
nobly merited the love and admiration of 
all who knew him. 

—Arthur D. Smith 


CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 


Dr. Wm. F. Curtis, President of Cedar 
Crest College, Allentown, has conducted 
the first two of a series of four pre-Lenten 
Thursday lectures at the Allentown Y. M, 
C. A. busy men’s religious hour, with 177 
persons in attendance at both meetings. 

Speaking on “Photographs from = an 
Amateur’s Garden” and “The Cedar Crest 
Campus”, President Curtis so delighted 
the 65 members of the Lancaster Kiwanis 
Club on Feb. 8 that the president of the 
club has planned a Cedar Crest pilgrimage 
to take place this summer. Dr. Curtis also 
showed 60 photographs of the Cedar Crest 
campus, all artistically hand colored by 
the MacFarland Company of Harrisburg. 

Feb. 8 was a busy day for Dr. Curtis, 
since he also addressed 600 members of 
the Stevens Girls’ High School, 900 mem- 
hers of the Boys’ High School, both in 
Lancaster, and about 50 girls in the Lin- 
den Hall Preparatory School, Lititz. 

Dr. Curtis showed all of these groups 
the beautiful Persian peach trees, the 
colorful rose bushes, and the interesting 
bird and animal life seen ow the campus. 
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ST. PAUL’S ORPHANS’ AND OLD 
FOLKS’ HOME, GREENVILLE, PA. 


Rev. C. L. Noss, Superintendent 
Many 
deponent 


years ago—just how many the 
sayeth not—anyhow when the 
writer was just a little boy, one of the 
articles in the “Messenger” which was 
always read and appreciated was the week- 
ly contribution by Superintendent Thos. 
M. Yundt of Bethany Orphans’ Home. 
This was possibly the note in our early 
life more than anything else that awak- 
ened our interest in Orphans’ Home work. 
There was something so human, so true to 
child life and so appealing that we can 
still see the child in the office before 
Superintendent Yundt or upon his knee 
pouring out its little story telling of its 
woes and joys. We can almost visualize 
that child as just ourself in our varied 
experiences of youth. 

Because these articles did such a world 
of good and because we enjoyed them so 
much we are bold. enough to make our 
bow as the new Superintendent of St. 
Paul’s with the assurance that we may 
be able from time to time to tell you some- 
thing that will be of interest to the 
readers. So here goes, if our good friend, 
iditor Leinbach, will indulge us. 

Who are we? St. Paul’s Orphans’ and 
Old Folks’ Home is an institution belong- 
ing to the Evangelical and Reformed 
Chureh within the confines of Pittsburgh 
Synod of the Reformed Church. The in- 
stitution began its work in Butler, Pa., in 
1867, where it conducted an Orphans’ 
Home until 1909, at which time it was 
removed to Greenville, Pa., and located 
upon a large farm, concerning which we 
will speak in subsequent articles. In 1927 
an Old Folks’ Home was established and 
now oceupies a property at the corner of 
Penn and Eagle Sts., in Greenville. Later 
on we will tell you more about ourselves, 
the guests of the Old Folks’ Home, and 
the children. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


Rev. W. D. Happel, Ph.D., Lebanon, 
preached an interesting sermon to our 
children on Sunday, Feb. 17. 

The Junior Choir of St. John’s Church, 
Reading, gave an interesting Comic Oper- 
etta to our children Feb. 9th. 

Most of our fruit trees are trimmed. 
With the heavy snow the rabbits de- 
stroyed a number of our young apple 
trees. We found it necessary to order 
about 50 fruit trees for spring planting. 

We have a tract of land on which we 
are anxious to plant shell bark trees. May- 
be some of our rural friends could send 
us some of these trees as we do not feel 
justified in spending from $3.00 to $5.00 
for them. Our Master Mechanie is busy 
installing our Fire Alarm system. 

Our matrons have started to prepare 
the spring clothing for our children so 
they can be outfitted before Easter. 


FT. WAYNE ORPHANS’ HOME 


The annual meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the Ft. Wayne Orphanage, 
held at the Home in Ft. Wayne, Ind:, on 
Feb. 7, was a very pleasant and encour- 
aging meeting to the members of the 
Zoard. The reports of both the Presi- 
dent, Rev. C. W. H. Sauerwein, and of the 
Superintendent of the Home, Rev. Ath- 
niel Stienecker, breathed the spirit of 
hope and courage. As the past year was 
the first of Rev. Mr, Stienecker’s superin- 
tendency, it was a-shard year both for 
himself and his wife. Adjustments had 
to be made, difficulties surmounted, and 
the necessary “breaking in” had to be 
endured. But the new Superintendent 
tackled every problem with a fine Chris- 
tian spirit, and the results are shown not 
only in the changes in the buildings and 
their equipment, but also in the finer spir- 
itual atmosphere that today pervades the 
institution. 

When the Board met a year ago it was 


CHURCH 


evident that improvements had to be made 
to the buildings and to some of their 
furniture. This was done at a total cost 
of $1364.30, which figure represents the 
cost of material only, the labor having 
been performed by the older boys and 
girls under the direction of their super- 
visors. Partition walls were changed and 
painted, lockers installed, windows cur- 
tained, an older boiler repaired for emer- 
gency use, and every effort made to give 
the institution a more homelike atmos- 
phere. The Board could not help but 
notice the more pleasing appearance, and 
commended the Superintendent for it. 
But especially noticeable is the change 
in the moral and spiritual tone of the 
institution. Some of the “help” had to 
be changed to bring this about, and sev- 
eral of the older boys disciplined. But 
these efforts have been worth while. The 
Superintendent and his wife think it is 


not the mission of the Church merely to 


feed and clothe the bodies of its orphan 
children, but to nurture their souls as 
well. This is being done, and the Board 
is pleased with the results. 

In order to help along in this respect, 
the Board authorized a system where the 
children will be given a small weekly al- 
lowance, and through this system taught 
the proper value and use of money. So 
many “institutional children” are lacking 
in this respect, and the results are seen 
after leaving the Home in which they 
have been brought up. The Ft. Wayne 
Orphanage hopes to send out its boys and 
girls better equipped for the battles of 
life in this respect. 

In order to provide proper social con- 
tacts, while there is a brief chapel ser- 
vice at the Home every evening, the chil- 
dren attend the Sunday Schools and wor- 
ship services of the Reformed Churches 
in Ft. Wayne. There they are also cate- 
chized and confirmed. All this, without 
any doubt, is of great spiritual value. 

During the year the Home was com- 
pelled to borrow the sum of $7,000 from 
a local bank to finance its current ex- 
pense. But this loan has been paid in 
full out of the Christmas receipts from 
the Churches of the four Synods having 
jurisdiction over the Home. These receipts 
totaled $9,067.05, as follows: Eastern 
Synod, $733.44; Midwest Synod, $1562.26; 
Ohio Synod, $3686.28; Northwest Synod, 
$2891.94; miscellaneous, $193.13. The to- 
tal receipts for the year, including bank- 
loans, were $25,789.43. The difference be- 
tween the total and the amount received 
from the four Synods is made up of spec- 
ial gifts, legacies, interest on invested 
funds, farm produce sold, ete. The total 
disbursements were $28,227.57, leaving a 
deficit on Dee. 31, 1934, of $1688.70. How- 
ever, during the past month the deficit 
has been met, leaving a small balance in 
the treasury on Feb. 1. Every effort is 
made to have every dollar go as far as 
possible. As a result the total expendi- 
tures for 1934 were considerably less than 
those of 1933. The Home has a net worth 
of $242,585.58. At present there are 92 
children supported. Twenty-four were 
dismissed (on age) during the year, and 
23 admitted. 

As the Eastern Synod has the support 
of Bethany Orphans’ Home as its obliga- 
tion, at its meeting last Spring it instruet- 
ed the Classes of the former German Syn- 
od of the East to support the Ft. Wayne 
Orphanage as heartily as heretofore. This 
accounts for the comparatively small con- 
tribution from the Eastern Synod as this 
sum came chiefly from these Classes. 


H. H. Rupp, 


Representative on the Board from 
the Eastern Synod. 


PROGRESS IN UNION 
Thursday, Feb. 7, 1935, will go down 
into history as one of the red-letter days 
in the formative period of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Chureh. On that day at 
Cleveland, Ohio, twelve men met as the 
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“Committee on Correlation and Promotion.” 

At the first meeting of the General Syn- 
od, last June, that body voted that “the 
secretary or some member of each of the 
Boards of the General Synod shall be a 
member of the Committee on Correlation 
and Promotion of the Executive Commit- 
tee.’ The Executive Committee some time 
ago appointed Chairman George W. Rich- 
ards, ex-officio, Revs. Paul Press and John 
Lentz, and Secretaries H. P. Vieth and 
William E. Lampe to represent the Execu- 
tive Committee and asked the Boards to 
choose their representatives. The eight 
additional members thus chosen were Dr. 
Timothy Lehmann, president of Elmhurst 
College; Revs. Chas. E. Schaeffer and J. 
J. Braun, secretaries of the Boards of 
Home Missions; Revs. F. A. Goetsch and 
A. V. Casselman, secretaries of the Boards 
of Foreign Missions; Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, 
president of the Reformed, and Mr. A. R. 
Keppel, secretary of the Evangelical, Board 
of Christian Education; and Dr. E. L. 
McLean, treasurer of the Reformed Board 
of Ministerial Relief. All were present at 
Cleveland except Dr. McLean, whose Board 
was in session that same day. 

The united Church has very extensive 
work at home and abroad. The Boards are 
being united and their work will be that 
of the whole Church. 

Every Board will continue its contact 
with the Church and its congregations, 
giving information and inspiration to pas- 
tors and people. There is, however, a great 
field for co-operative promotion, all of the 
Boards and agencies working together. In 
this way there will be a united approach 
to the entire denomination, aiming to reach 
every congregation and every organization 
and member within the congregation. 

The Committee on Correlation and Pro- 
motion has set up three departments—Uni- 
fied Literature, Visual Education, and 
Field Work. Progress has already been 
made. We already have a joint Year-book 
and Almanac, and messages on the weekly 
envelopes for congregations of the whole 
Church. “A New Venture of Faith,” a 
beautifully illustrated 32-page booklet re- 
garding the union and the work of the 
united Church, is now in press. The mer- 
ger of our Church papers is projected and 
united pamphlets on different phases of 
our work will be produced. Literature for 
Kingdom’s Service and especially the King- 
dom Roll Call will be prepared. 

The Department of Visual Education 
will prepare lantern slides, films, pictures, 
posters, exhibits, displays, pageantry, and 
dramatizations. A stereopticon lecture 
setting forth the union and the work of 
the Church will be available in the near 
future. 

The Department of Field Work will ¢o- 
operate with promotional committees all 
along the line in Districts, Classes, and 
congregations. It is proposed that these 
be called “Kingdom’s Service” Commit- 
tees. A plan is to be worked out for co- 
ordinating the field work and for pre- 
senting the work of the Board in the sev- 
eral Zones of the Church. 


The Kingdom Roll Call is to be made 
throughout the entire denomination in No- 
vember, 1935. The suecess of this and 
much of the other work depends so largely 
upon the committees of the Classes and 
Districts that the Committee on Correla- 
tion and Promotion plans for closest and 
fullest co-operation with those commit- 
tees. 


This meeting at Cleveland was another 
revelation of the beautiful spirit charaec- 
terizing the “union of mind and heart” of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
There is an earnest determination to work 
together, so that more and better work 
may be done than was done formerly by 
the Boards and agencies of the two denom- 
inations working separately. One of the 
purposes of the union was that the work 
of the Kingdom might be better advane 
ed. Let us take courage and go forward. 


William E. Lampe, Secretary 
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Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE FATHER OF MODERN MUSIC 


Text, Psalm 150:1, “Praise God in His 
sanctuary.” 


John Sebastian Bach was born in Wise- 
nach, Germany, in 1685, but the exact 
date of his birth seems to be unknown. 
It is said that he was baptized on March 
23, 1685, so that his birth took place prior 
to that date. Because the birth of Bach 
and that of Handel were so near together, 
it is fitting that we should consider them 
together. 

Last week I told you about George 
Frederick Handel and his career as a 
musician and now I want to say some- 
thing about John Sebastian Bach, who was 
born a few weeks later than Handel and 
died about nine years earlier than he. 
Bach became known as the “Father of 
Modern Music,” and has been called “the 
greatest organ-player that ever lived.” 

Bach descended from a family which 
was noted for its musical ability for a 
number of generations. At one time there 
were more than a hundred Bachs who 
played Church organs, some of whom also 
wrote sacred music. 

Veit Bach, who was born about 1555, 
whom. John Sebastian Bach deseribes as 
the founder of the family, was a baker 
and a miller, “whose zither must have 
sounded very pretty among the clattering 
of the mill-wheels.” His son, Hans Bach, 
“der Spielmann”, are the first professional 
musician of the family. Of Hans’ large 
family the second son, Christoph, was the 
* grandfather of John Sebastian Bach. 

Hans Bach travelled all over the coun- 
try entertaining the people with his violin 
musie and his fun. It is said that the 
fun as well as the music was the heritage 
of his children and children’s children. His 
grandson, John Ambrosius Bach, was the 
father of John Sebastian Bach. He went 
to Hisenach, where he spent the rest of 
his life as organist, and where his famous 
son was born. He was a man of moral 
worth, skilled in his art, and of good re- 
port among his fellow citizens. 

John Sebastian Bach received his first 
training in playing the violin from his 
father. The boy lost his mother when he 
was nine years old, and his father fol- 
lowed shortly after, so that he was left a 
full orphan in his early boyhood. It is 
said that he marched through the streets 
with other children singing for alms, as 
Luther had done in the same town two 
centuries before. 

His oldest brother, John Christian Bach, 
was appointed organist of the principal 
Church of Ohrdurf, and he took his young 
brother with him. He was the lad’s first 
teacher in playing the piano. He had con- 
siderable taste and talent for music, for 
_ he wrote out in a volume a collection of 

works for the organ by the best composers 
of that day. Young Sebastian easily mas- 
tered all the exercises and pieces given 
him by his brother, and made such prog- 
ress that his brother could not satisfy his 
desire. He wanted the volume of organ 
pieces copied by his brother, but the lat- 
ter, either through pride or jealousy, kept 
it from him, locking it up in a latticed 
bookcase where it could be seen by the 
ambitious lad, who looked at it with long- 
ing eyes. ; 

One night he crept down the stairs and 
worked the precious roll through the wire 
lattice of the bookcase, He had no light 
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DISILLUSIONMENT 


The wind sounds very weird today, 
It titillates my ears, 

And brings to recollection clear 
Seenes of bygone years. 


It whispers, whines and whistles so, 
And comes and goes in moans; 

I stop to listen to its voice 
Of multifarious tones. 


The pictures it recalls to mind 
Are sombre, dull and gray, 
Suggestive of tempestuous night 
And shivering winter day,— 


Swaying trees and stormy craft, 
And birds in headlong flight; 
Of trembling witches in Maebeth, 

And windy tombs at night. 


It dies away, stops, starts again, 
Nearer and nearer comes; 

The noise grows even louder still, 
Like a thousand beating drums. 


But now my dream is quite dispelled, 
As sense of sound grows keener; 
*Tis not the weird and wizard wind, 

It’s Mary’s vacuum cleaner! 


—By Grenville Kleiser 


or candle, and by the light of the moon 
he copied the music into a book. For six 
long months he kept this up whenever the 
moon shone, and at last, when he had 
completed the work at the risk of ruining 
his eyes, his brother found out what he 
had done and punished him by taking 
from him the hard-earned copy. 

Sebastian was sent to the famous Ly- 
ceum at Ohrdurf, where he studied the- 
ology, Greek, Latin, arithmetic, and rhe- 
toric, and gave much attention to music. 
He became one of the leading singers of 
the school. When he was fifteen years old, 
he went to Luneberg to sing in the choir 
of the Church of the Benedictine monks 
of St. Michael, receiving a small salary 
and free board at the monastery. 

He often took trips on foot to Hamburg, 
thirty miles away, to hear Reinken, one 
of the great organists of Germany. On 
his way home from one of these visits, 
when he had made only half the distance 
and his money was nearly all spent, he 
sat outside an inn where dinner was being 
prepared, made all the hungrier by the 
savory odors from the kitchen. He was 
thinking of his hard fate, when suddenly 
a window above him was opened and two 
herrings’ heads were thrown at him. He 
picked them up and found in each of them 
a golden ducat. He felt rich now, got a 
good dinner, and went on his way rejoic- 
ing. 

Long before this it was seen that Bach 


FOOD FACTS 


Did You Know That: 
—Whey, a by-product of cheese 
factories, is the basis of a 
new shaving cream. 
—A grated dried fish product 
is a new flavoring. 
—Fresh strawberries are now 


available in New York dur- 
ing every month of the year. 
——tThe first dairy cows on the 


American continent were 
brought by Columbus on his 
second voyage. 
These “food facts” are compiled 
by the Division of Consumer 
Information, New Jersey State 
Department of Agriculture. 


was a musical genius, and that music was 
to be his life work. Even in his childhood 
he had composed piano fugues, and later 
chorale variations. Some one has deserib- 
ed a fugue as one melody flying after an 
other so that they became like flocks of 
beautiful birds, of all colors, in the air. 

Bach made the chorale, the sacred song 
of the people, his foundation. With this 
he began and ended his career. ‘When he 
was only eighteen years old, he was sum 
moned to Weimar to be the court musi- 
cian. His grandfather had once enjoyed 
an appointment at the same court. 

When he was about twenty-two years 
old he married his cousin, Maria Barbara 
Sach, with whom he had seven children, 
Ile was afterwards appointed organist to 
the Church of St. Blasius in Muhlhausen 
at a good salary. He now began his great 
musical activity. 

He went back to Weimar, and during 
the nine years he spent there he composed 
most of his organ pieces. His wife died 
in 1720, He afterward married Anna Mag- 
dalena Wulken, with whom he had thir- 
teen children, making him the father of 
twenty children in all. He had a musical 
family, and could give a family concert 
both vocal and instrumental. Tis second 
wife was a good singer, and for her beau- 
tiful soprano voice he wrote many of his 
most-inspired arias. All of his children 
played instruments, and some of them 
sang well, 

He was afterward appointed musical di- 
rector at Leipzig and cantor of the 
Thomas School, and there he spent the 
remainder of his life. He wrote about 
five hundred designated compositions and 
numerous other pieces. His brilliant son, 
Philipp Emanuel Bach, was appointed 
court-composer to the King of Prussia, 
and in 1747 Bach was invited to visit 
Frederick the Great at Potsdam. He was 
asked to play on the numerous newly in 
vented pianofortes which the king had 
hought and also to try the organs of the 
Churches of Potsdam. He regarded this 
experience as the culmination of his 
career, 

From the strain he gave his eyes in his 
boyhood Bach became blind in his later 
years. He allowed an operation to be 
performed on his eyes by a famous Hng 
lish surgeon then in Leipzig, but it failed 
and he became totally blind. He died of 
apoplexy on the 28th of July, 1759, a 
little more than 65 years of age. Ags I 
stated before, one of the great disappoint- 
ments of Bach’s life was that he never 
met Handel who had attained to great 
fame because of his operas and oratorios. 
Each was great in his own sphere. 

The reason Bach has heen called the 
“Father of Modern Music” is due to the 
fact that he began a new era in the 
musical world. Whatever in modern mu- 
sic is not traceable to him is traceable to 
his sons, “who were encouraged by their 
father in the cultivation of those infant 
art-forms which were soon to dazzle the 
world into the belief that his own work 
was obsolete.” 


“What is your favorite hook?” asked 
Brown, 

“Tt has always been my bank-hook,” re 
plied Jones, “but even that is lacking in 
interest,” 


DEFINITIONS 
A Child: Just a stomach surrounded by 
curiosity. 
Diplomacy: Lying in state. 
A Woman’s Promise to be on Time: It 
carries a lot of wait. 
A Boy: A noise with dirt on it. 
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"CHARGE THEM THAT ARE RICH IN 
THIS WORLD” 


(Ad Hominem) 


You “rich in this world”, who want have 
never seen, 


Did you ever stop to think what it must 


mean 

To be hungry and cold, and withal unem- 
ployed, 

Forced to take charity starvation to 
avoid? 

You who have plenty and sumptuously 
fare, 

To grant every wish no money you 
spare; 

You banquet and feast, entertain and 
revel, 

To the ends of the earth for thrills you 
travel. 


Ts it nothing to you who daily live high, 
To correct the ills that industry arrest, 
To improve the grave economic conditions, 


And again put to work the jobless 
millions? 

Communism here must never come to 
flower. 

The captains of industry wicld immense 
power; 

On them rests the onus that curse to 
avert-— 


Lovers of the flag must be on the alert. 


Let ev’ry American his part fulfill, 

Advance the good of the whole with heart 
and will. 

Let us make America beautiful indeed; 


Right living and justice be our social 
creed. 

Let the Golden Rule displace the rule of 
gold; 

That thousands of children shiver and 
cry, 

As they nightly crawl into what goes for 
a bed, 


Their thin little bodies weak and ill-fed? 


You say in charity you rank with the best, 

Gave your full share into the charity- chest, 

The gift of a certain poor widow was 
small, 

But Christ said she gave more than the 
rich givers all. 


There are among you benefactors noble, 

Who give great sums for objects commend- 
able. 

By scientific and other institutions 

You toward human weal make great con- 
tributions. 


But you rich, as a class, have you done 

your best? 

principle, taught by the 

Teacher of old, 

Applied by all would soon to better times 
lead; 

For its observance we 
plead. 


That great 


most earnestly 


Conrad Hassel. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


LEGITIMATE OUTLET FOR 
IMAGINATION 


Mrs. D. W. Hinds 


Ir. Simpson paused and laid down his 
fork. The evening meal apparently held 
no further interest for him, His entire 
attention was focused on his son, Wilbur, 
who had launched on one of the most out- 
landish, inconsistent tales I had ever heard. 
To my surprise, Mr. Simpson’s interest was 
not that of an amused parent. Rather, his 
manner was like one listening respectfully 
to an adult recital. Wilbur proceeded with 
his story; fecling the parental interest, he 
doubled his efforts, killing a few more 
bears and chasing a few more lions off the 
trail. 


CHURCH 


Verses to Memorize 
By GRENVILLE KLEISER 


SUNSHINE 


Sing a song of sunshine, 
Truth is now unfurled, 
Happiness your birthright, 
God still rules the world. 


Surely, I thought, Mrs. Simpson would 
soon stop such nonsense. However, she 


too had struck an attitude of respectful 
silence. How long, I wondered, must I 
endure this. I could see nothing either 
amusing or interesting in such absurd 
stories. 

Wilbur finally desisted because of short- 
age of breath, or a consuming hunger. No 
sooner had the narrative stopped than his 
younger brother, age five, clamored for 
attention. “Mamma,” he pleaded, “may I 
tell one now?” 

“No, Richard,” replied the mother, “not 
now. You may tell one after dinner. Be- 
tween courses you can outline your story 
so yowll know just what you are going to 
tell.” 

Until now I had not suspected that there 
might be method back of this madness. 
When Mrs. Simpson encouraged the young- 
er boy to outline his story, however, and 
promised him the next chance, I began to 
wake up. 

The boys ate silently during the re- 
mainder of the meal. They entered the 
conversation only when skillfully drawn 
into it by Father or Mother. It was easily 
seen, though, that Richard had his tale 
quite ready before the dessert appeared, 
and no sooner was it eaten than he ex- 
claimed, “Now, Mamma, may I tell a 
story?” 

“Yes, dear,” said Mrs. Simpson, and set- 
tled herself to listen. Taking my cue 
from the parents, I did likewise. 

Richard’s story was even more thrilling. 
It, too, related to animal life, and he tried 
hard to encounter one of each species. Of 
course each was duly conquered by Richard 
and the companion whom he had allowed 
to accompany him on this perilous adven- 
ture. The story finished, both boys seemed 
in good spirits and ran off to play by 
themselves. Turning to Mrs. Simpson, I 
waited expectantly. 

“You are wondering why I encourage 
it?” she asked. 

OV ene 

“Well, I believe it encourages truthful- 
ness.” She explained further: “You see, 
by giving them a legitimate outlet for 
their active imaginations they are not 
tempted to tell falsehoods. When they feel 
the urge, they tell a “big story” for just 
what it is. They do not try to pass it off 
as truth.” 

“How long have you been using this 
method?” I asked. 

“More than a year,’ replied Mrs. Simp- 
son, “ever since the day Wilbur told me 
about seeing a bear in the back yard, 
When pinned down, he admitted that per- 
haps he only thought it was a bear. In- 
stead of punishing him, I simply taught 
him the meaning of fiction and then helped 


‘THE PASTOR SAYS: 


The sinful insincerity of many 
people is shown by the closing of 
their social doors to the Jew, so 
long as he is a Jew; but when he 


becomes converted to Christianity 
they open the doors widely for him 
—even some pulpits. 


—Now and Then. 
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the children to outline stories. Both boys 
get much pleasure from it, and they each 
have a strict regard for truth; the prac- 
tice has taught them to discern truth from 
fiction very quickly.” 

Mrs. Simpson’s method is not a “cure- 
all” and may not be practical in all eases, 
but it has certainly been helpful to her. 
Her boys are far above the average with 
regard to truthfulness. 


“He is here, this child of today, and 
thirty years from now the question of 
whether he is digging a ditch or running a 
railroad, burglarizing my home or govern- 
ing my ‘community is mainly answered by 
what we do for him now.’’—A. H. Hughey, 
City Superintendent of Schools, El Paso, 
Texas. 

Do the little children of your community 
go to kindergarten? If there is no elass 
for them to attend, write to the National 
Kindergarten Association, 8 West Fortieth 
St., New York, for information and advice 
on this subject. Only a properly trained 
kindergartner should be put in charge of 
a class, 


Some folks use lots of flowery language 
without saying a blooming thing. 
—Bulletin. 


Aunt Het said: “The nearest any one of 
our folks come to havin’ a chronie disease 
was sister Mary: she married a worrier.” 


Box 


Be eased 


ANSWER TO — DOUBLE-TIED WORD 


CUBE, No. 56 
Sie SC SIS ae)» ofS: 
KO) Rao 

TDR Bot Niees 
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WORD SANDWICHES, No. 26 
(Insert words of 3 letters) 


Ab 8: E; Insert the edge of a bowl and 
get a collective name for wrong-doing. 
densed moisture, 

3. S——L; Insert an Oriental herb and 
get to pilfer. 

4, L L; Insert Lincoln’s familiar name 
and get the small paper attached to a 
bottle. 

Be eS. M; Insert armed conflict and eek 
what bees do. 


bo 


6. C——M; Insert possesses and get a 


yawning abyss. 
Y; Insert every one ~~ get to 
Eeae the score. —A. M. 8. 


Little Robert Conney swallowed two 


pennies at Loganport, Ind., 
coughed up three cents, 
interest in the ease. 


and presently 


Children’s Corner 


By Aileen De Chant Seltzer 


Down Palm Beach way, there lives in 


the home of a wealthy master, a servant, 
a Chinese. Every afternoon, before sun- 
down, his custom was, for months, to té 
the four-year-old of the house, piggy-b 
down to the sea; and holding him in b 
arms, out on a projecting rock, to gaze 
gaze at the far-off horizon. ne 
was discovered that the servant had 
children of his own, away off in 
whom he hadn’t seen for years. 


R; Insert consumed and get con- — 


There was some 
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for them, and for their mother, that he 
yearned, as he looked out and out across 
the sea. Perhaps there’s someone of an- 
other race, in your hometown, whom you 


ean cheer, when lonesome times come... 
Do! 


AHA! 

Little Mary was playing school with 
her playmates one day, when father came 
along and said, “Well, Mary, I suppose 
you’re the teacher.” 

“Oh, no,” little Mary replied. “I don’t 
know enough to be the teacher. I am only 
the superintendent.” 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. Purd E. Deitz 


HELPS FOR THE WEEK OF MAR. 4-10 


Memory Verse: “God is no respector of 
persons: but in every nation he that fear- 
eth him and worketh rightheousness, is 
acceptable to him.” Acts 10:34, 35. 


Memory Hymn: “In the Cross of Christ 
I Glory” (165). 


Theme: Peter Preaches to Gentiles. 


Monday: Peter and Cornelius 
Acts 10:34-43 

The part of the story we know best pre- 
cedes the meeting of the Jewish aspostle 
and the Roman soldier,—the part in which 
both were granted visions that prepared 
them each for a new way of life. Peter 
learned a great lesson when he discovered 
how God was showing him that he “should 
not call any man common or unclean” (oh, 
that the world might learn this lesson to- 
day!) while Cornelius and his household 
were prepared to hear “all things com- 
manded thee of the Lord,’ as he said to 
Peter. And Peter found the Gospel ac- 
ceptable. Christ was the capturer of 
hearts without respect of persons, races or 
nationalities. 

Prayer: Must I wait for a vision to rid 
my heart of prejudice or pride against any 
man? Amen. 


Tuesday: The Holy Spirit and Cornelius 
Acts 10:44-48 


We can scarcely comprehend how seri- 
ously were the religious customs broken 
when Peter fellowshiped with Gentiles. 
Our Western life has little to compare 
with it, unless it be the social barriers that 
divide whites and Negroes in certain sec- 
tions. Is it any wonder that God must 
give some open and unmistakable sign to 
prove that others besides the “chosen” were 
acceptable in His sight? The Holy Spirit 
uses when He will. How often we set 
imaginary limits to God’s grace and think 
that He simply could not use this one or 
that one. But His loveliest flowers of 
grace grow in unexpected places. 

Prayer: Surely, there is a lesson here for 
me. Why do I contract or limit my ex- 
pectations toward God or anyone? Shame 
me, O Spirit, and show me how wide is Thy 
love. Amen. 


Wednesday: Jesus and a Roman 
Matthew 8:5-13 

It was a glad surprise for Jesus when 
He found faith in a “foreigner.” No doubt 
He emphasized the feeling He had, mar- 
veling greatly, to lead His followers to 
see how the Kingdom was not to be the 
exclusive right of the Jewish people. It 
was back here with the Master that Peter 
first began to learn that foreigners have 
souls too. Why do we always marvel so 
when someone outside our group shows un- 
common ability or extraordinary insight? 
Is it because we have not yet stood with 
Christ when a foreigner came with great 
faith; or with Peter when he met Cor- 
nelius? 
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Prayer: After all, there are good points 
in the people I don’t like. Come, my soul, 
give up these foolish prejudices and fears. 
Amen, 


Thursday: Jesus and the Greek 
Mark 7:24-30 

Knowing the Master’s spirit as we do, 
it is something of a shock to read His first 
answer to this Gentile woman. Was He 
tired and somewhat annoyed that He could 
not be left alone even for a little while to 
renew His strength? Or was He testing 
her faith? The record does not reveal. 
But she had faith and wit as well as per- 
sistence, and her reference to the little 
dogs and the little children touched His 
heart. The heart of the story is in the 
loving approach this foreign woman made. 
It was no easier for her to beg a Jew for 
help than it would be for a Jew to asso- 
ciate with those whom he felt were “un- 
clean.” But Jesus was different. 

Prayer: Am I willing to be “different” 
in my feelings toward those of other races? 
Teach me how, O Father of all. Amen. 


Friday: Jesus and the Samaritans 
John 4:39-42 


Our Lord did not always wait until He 
should be surprised by the faith of out- 
siders, but sometimes made the approach 
Himself. In the story of His experience 
with the Samaritans, He took the intia- 
tive, and it was the woman who came to 
the well who was surprised. If you read 
the entire chapter you can see how adroit- 
ly He led her past her prejudices and de- 
sire for argument, to see that at the bot- 
tom we are one spiritually. Upon her ree- 
ommendation, the villagers sought out 
Jesus and despite the current barriers of 
hatred and suspicion they recognized in 
Him the world’s Savior. 

Prayer: Have I forgotfen that my Lord 
was a Jew and I am born a Gentile? But 
in Him the partitions are broken down,— 
we are all one. Amen. 


Saturday: Jesus and All the World 
Mark 16:14-20 


It is difficult for us to understand what 
a difference it makes in our religion that 
Jesus preached a universal Gospel and 
won salvation for all peoples. It has be- 
come a commonplace of our beliefs that we 
are sharers in a world-wide faith which 
opens its arms to all races and classes. 
But it was not always so, even in theory, 
for religions tend to be narrow and exclu-- 
sive. And it is not wholly true even to- 
day, in actuality, for though we rejoice 
to see missionaries go out bravely and sac- 
rificially to win other people in other 
lands, yet we find it difficult to win these 
same people when we come upon them 
near our own homes. 

Prayer: Fix this thought in my heart so 
deeply, O Christ, that it becomes part of 
my very life—that I am a citizen of the 
Kingdom of love, and all men are my 
brothers. Amen. 


Sunday: “Let All the Peoples Praise Thee” 
Psalm 67:1-7 


A beautiful refrain in a grand old 
hymn—“Let all the peoples praise thee!” 
And every hour of this Lord’s Day there 
will be voices raised somewhere in the 
world to praise the living God. As the 
‘earth majestically turns throughout these 
twenty-four hours, wherever the sun’s 
light strikes upon human habitation, 
voices are raised in adoration and worship. 
The sun never sets upon the Christian em- 
pire in literal truth, for East or West, 
among peoples of every hue and circum- 
stance, the name of Christ is known, and 
His salvation the theme of grateful 
tongues. This is no accident. God meant 
it to be so; Jesus made it a law of His 
Kingdom; Peter and Paul and the Chris- 
tians of every generation carried the mes- 
sage abroad. 

Prayer: Help me in my worship today 
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VITAL BOOKS 


CHRISTIAN THINKERS 


— 


Morning and Evening 
By J. D. Jones 


Like Harry Emerson Fosdick in 
America, Dr. Jones is noted in 
England for his liberal viewpoint 
and his fearlessness in expressing 
it from the pulpit. He is an out- 
standing advocate of social re- 
form, in sympathy with all recent 
movements for human betterment. 
In this volume of his sermons, 
these qualities of sympathy and 
understanding are richly reflected. 
He speaks to the man and woman 
of today in terms of their own 
immediate needs. Writes the 
“British Weekly,’ ‘Dr. Jones’ 
countless admirers may well feel 
that this book is his crowning 
literary achievement.” $2.00 


What Is This Christianity? 
By Edward S. Woods 


Bishop of Croydon 


A compelling answer that vivid- 
ly describes what this faith has 
meant to the past, what it stands 
for in the present and what its 
aims are for the future. $2.00 


Their Religion 
By A. J. Russell 


What religion meant in the 
lives of thirteen famous men of 
the world: Shakespeare, Napoleon, 
Dickens, Lincoln, Disraeli, Wash- 
ington, Darwin, Livingstone, and 
others. By the author of ‘For 
Sinners Only.’’ $2.00 


Finally With Paul to the End 


By John A. Hutton 


The distinguished editor of the 
“British Weekly” retells, in a rich 
personal document, the great 
Christian Odyssey. He portrays 
with living colors the epic figure 
of Paul on the fateful Damascus 
road. $2.50 


Thinking About Marriage 
By Roy A. Burkhart 


of the Intenational Council of Religious 
Education 


With a Foreword by PROF. WILLIAM C, 
BOWER, University of Chicago 

A much-needed course of study 
on courtship and marriage, deal- 
ing sanely and frankly with the 
basic problems of founding a 
home. Intended for groups of 
youth and young adults of both 
sexes. 
163 pages, $1.75 cloth; $1 paper. 


co 
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to be conscious of my world-wide fellow- 
ship, O Thou Universal Spirit. Amen. 
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AS WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE IT 
(Continued from Page 2) 


rowed” by such), also saves expense and 
work of bookkeeping by such relaying 
treasurers, gives the Church as such a 


greater borrowing credit, saves boards the 
expenses of receipting and much _ book- 
keeping, and enables everybody at all 
times to know where funds are to be sent. 
See long list of “Where funds are to be 
sent,” in present Year Book. 

In like manner we would like to see a 
Central Board which would have the re- 
sponsibility of investing all funds, endow- 
ments and legacies, belonging to boards 
and the Church at large. This again would 
save much time and expense on the part 
of the individual boards. The Evangelical 
Synod has such a Board of Endowments 
and Trust Funds. This Board has fune- 
tioned for over 20 years without a full- 
time officer and without losing a dollar of 
its investments in all these years, at no 
cost to any Board and at an amazingly low 
cost per year. Can you beat this record 
in handling over a million dollars in trust 
funds? Such a board, principally of ex- 
perienced pastors and laymen, can concen- 
trate on this particular task. Why require 
a board elected to promote missions, pen- 
sion relief or education to be investors? 
No large corporation or bank does such a 


thing. They all have their separate in- 
vestment departments. Let the Church be 
as wise. 


Further, we would like to see a central- 
ized budget for the whole Church 
in charge of a finance or budget committee 
with the treasurer as chairman, responsi- 
ble for the raising and distribution of the 
funds as voted by the General Conference 
or Synod. Here, again, why should a board 
elected to promote missions, education or 
to administer the pension fund be requir- 
ed to raise its funds? Their precious time 
and energy should not be distracted and 
dissipated with such a task. This should 
be the task of a central budget committee. 
This system would also eliminate separate 
and often overlapping appeals from the 
various boards throughout the year. 


For similar reasons we would like to see 
the management of Eden Publishing House 
and the Schaff Building divorced from 
boards with other definite functions. The 
work of Church publications and operating 
a printing establishment are not related. 
When put together the publications are 
too often determined by the balance sheet 
and not by the needs of the constituency. 
Or what relation is there between religious 
education and the operation of an office 
building? Here too one is led to fear that 
the former may be affected by the latter. 
We say, may. Therefore, let us have sep- 
arate committees or Boards to administer 
these purely commercial projects of the 
Church. May we be permitted here to say 
that it is our personal opinion that neither 
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belong within the function of a Christian 
Church. We ask congregations to stay out 
of business. Why not the denomination? 

For the purpose of promotion and admin- 
istration we would like to see a full-time 
man in every one of the larger sub-divi- 
sions of the Church. He should represent 
the administration and be responsible for 
the promotion of ALL branches of the 
Church; also serve as “efficiency man” for 
congregations. His term should be limited 
to eight years. Only successful pastors 
with administrative and promotional abil- 
ity should be called to this position. Either 
he or his representative should aim to visit 
every congregation every year. Only in 
this way can the work of the whole Church 
be kept before the people effectively. 

In the placement of pastors we would 
like to see some plan by which candidates 
are not placed on a “bargain counter” from 
which the congregation can take its pick. 
Like in other professions only one candi- 
date should be up for election at one time. 
Furthermore pastors and charges should be 
found through some authorized agency, so 
“ads’ do not have to be run in Church 
papers. Poor taste, to say the least. A 
reflection on both pastor and congregation. 
Furthermore, Evangelical and Reformed 
Churches should be obliged-to call Evan- 
gelical and Reformed pastors ONLY. 

In the interest and defense of the con- 
gregations pastors unfit and delinquent in 
one way or another should kindly be put 
on probation, and if rehabilitation proves 
impossible, retired or dismissed. 

Finally, we would like to see the lay- 
organizations of the Churchmen, women 
and young people, recognized as an official 
part of the denomination with a, separate, 
independent organization, not a part or 
department of any board. They should, 
like the boards, be elected, and controlled 
by the General Conference or Synod and 
directly responsible to this body. The di- 
recting bodies of these organizations 
should be largely, though not exclusively 
laymen. At least two or three pastors 
should be among the directors of each. 
By placing these adult groups under boards 
concerned with other functions and duties 
takes from the lay-people a valuable intia- 
tive and executive power, as well as per- 
sonal service, — all sadly needed by the 
Church. Do not fail to throw large respon- 
sibilities upon the lay forces. Remember 
Dr. Mott, in his “Liberating the Lay 
Forces of Christianity,” says “Laymen have 
furnished to the Christian cause lay organ- 
izations and movements of life-giving and 
transforming power. One of the greatest 
contributions which laymen have made to 
Christianity, especially in modern times, 
has been made by many brotherhoods, 
guilds and other lay organizations within 
the Protestant communion.” Let us heed 
this and not make our present lay-organi- 
zations part of some other board. Let 
them stand on their own feet. They will 
serve us best thus. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


First Sunday in Lent, March 10, 1935 
Peter Preaches to Gentiles 
Acts 10:34-48 

Golden Text: God is no respecter of per- 
sons: but in every nation he that feareth 
him and worketh righteousness, is accept- 
able to him. Acts 10:34, 35. 

Lesson Qmtline: 1. Peter. 2. 
8. Christ. 

Three persons are brought together in 
this study—Peter, Cornelius, and Christ. 
Each of them represents an order of life. 


Cornelius. 


Peter is a Christian, but narrow and bigot- 
ed. Cornelius is a Gentile, but a devout 
man. These two seemed far apart in spirit. 
They were living in different worlds, sep- 
arated by the barriers of race, religion, and 
culture. And their separation bred mutual 
suspicion, contempt, and hatred. 

Then enlarging visions came to both 
Peter and Cornelius. They ascended to a 
higher level of life, where Christ stood. He 
represented a new order of life, even God’s 
order for all mankind. It made no dis- 
tinctions and separations, such as kept 
Peter and Cornelius apart. It destroyed 
all the barriers that human pride and pre- 
judice had created. It met all men on the 
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level of their common humanity, with all 
its hungers and hates, its sins and sorrows, 
its hopes and despairs. 

Christ opened the blind eyes of men to 
a vision of God’s gracious purposes for all. 
He baptized their faint hearts with a pow- 
er from on high to venture into new paths 
of love and service. And our lesson re- 
lates how Peter and Cornelius met on this 
new level of life, our God’s level, where 
Christ stood. There the twain became one, 
united in faith and love . 

Thus our lesson marks the opening of a 
new page of history. It is the beginning 
of a new era of humanity. Is Christianity 
truly a universal religion, destined to em- 
brace all mankind, or merely a Jewish 
sect? That was the first problem the new- 
born faith had to face. 

But its solution in the apostolic age was 
not final. The same issue, in new forms, 
has arisen again and again. It confronts 
us today in our divided world. We see it 
in Christendom, with its many divisions 
and separations. We face it in the world 
at large, with its warring nations and hos- 
tile classes. 

Hitlerism, Stalinism, Fascism, Jingoism 
in many lands are grim and menacing reali- 
ties. Everywhere we see dividing barriers 
and separating chasms. They defy diplo- 
macy. These divisions may yet destroy 
us, unless they are healed, and that right 
speedily. And they will not be healed un- 
til our divided world hears God speak to 


its heart, as He spake to Peter and 
Cornelius. 
I, Peter. This sturdy apostle was a 


man of conviction and courage. Born a 
Jew, he had become an ardent disciple of 
Jesus. But there were many things this. 
faithful Jewish Christian did not under- 
stand. His baptism with the Spirit of 
Christ had not obliterated his past. It had 
not destroyed, in a moment, the traditions 
and prejudices of his former life in 
Judaism. 

Peter did not know that God is no re- 
specter of persons, but “Lord of him.” 
That, to a Jew, was impious nonsense. It 
was a denial of his cardinal belief that the 
seed of Abraham are God’s chosen people, 
the favorites of Jehovah. Peter did not 
see how he, a son of Abraham and a ser- 
vant of Christ, could associate with Cor- 
nelius, the Roman soldier. Measured by 
his racial pride and religious prejudice, the 
distance from Joppa to Caesarea was enor- 
mous. It required a special act of God, we 
read, to convince Peter that, in the divine 
reckoning these two cities were adjacent. 


But if Peter arouses our wonder, he also 
commands our admiration, For he did go 
to Caesarea. He did conquer his bigoted 
prejudices. And that is a tremendous 
achievement for any man. Peter gained 
this noble victory by obeying the voice of 
God. Even his cautious and hesitant con- 
servatism deserves our respect, for ad- 


vance and growth in religious thought ~ 


must and should be slow and cautious. 
Only the shallow and indifferent are moy- 
ed by every wind of doctrine. 

Yet far rtobler was Peter’s obedience to 
the inner voice that bade him advance. He 
was neither a standpatter, nor an insur- 
gent. He was safely conservative, and 
soundly progressive. By his stout adher- 
ence to the old, he safeguarded the past. 
By his open and receptive attitude, he fit- 
ted himself for larger usefulness in the 
unfolding Kingdom of God. Under the 
leading of God’s Spirit, he put aside his 


Jewish prejudices, and called in Cornelius. — 
God’s success with Peter fills us with — 
the hope of the ultimate destruction and 


disappearance of all the barriers that di- 
vide men into hostile, competitive groups. — 


It makes us dream of universal reconcilia- _ 


tions, and of a world-wide brotherhood. — 
And how like a dream that seems today! 

We think with penitent shame of the 
disastrous divisions of the Body of Ch 
into so many sects and denominations 
can heal them or help us—ecclesia 
commissions, or World Conferences? 


ll . 
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if, like Peter, we follow the leading of 
God’s Spirit. Not by writing consensus- 
creeds, and compromise-polities. We must 
rise to higher levels than the denomina- 
tional. We must mount to the loftier alti- 
tude of the gospel of Christ. There alone 
we can find the common bond of faith that 
invites all who love Him. And His Spirit 
alone can furnish the power to live and 
labor in that faith. In that Christian 
Spirit it was possible to effect the merger 
that fills our hearts with gladness. Not 
on the basis of creed and constitution, 
but on the solid foundation of our com- 
mon faith in the redemptive gospel of 
Christ. Creed and Constitution remain to 
be written, but, meanwhile, we are united 
in heart and mind. 

After all, it is the vastness of God’s 
love, and the greatness of His purpose that 
explains Peter’s reluctance, and ours, to 
go to Caesarea. It surpasses the measure 
of men’s minds. Even today, who under- 
stands fully the meaning of Christ’s mes- 
sage to mankind? His truth is like a seed. 
It grows, as the ages unfold. It yields 
ever richer harvests. But there must be 
good soil for the continued growth of the 
grace and truth incarnate in Christ, and 
for the richer harvests of the future. That 
good soil is the sincere heart, eager to fol- 
low where the Spirit guides and leads. 

II. Cornelius. This Roman soldier be- 
longed to the distinguished Cornelian clan. 
“He was a devout man, and one that fear- 
ed God with all his house, who gave much 
alms to the people, and prayed to God al- 
ways” (10:2). Thus, though nominally a 
pagan, he was a deeply religious character. 
Piety, philanthropy, and prayer marked his 
life. Cornelius was stationed at Caesarea, 
the Roman capital of Palestine. This cen- 
ter of heathenism was famous for its beau- 
ty, infamous for its licentious wickedness, 
and detested by the Jews above all other 
cities. Here we find this devout pagan. 
In this unpromising environment he was, 
unconsciously, a seeker after Christ. 

Obviously, the distance between Peter 
and Cornelius was not nearly so great as 
the apostle imagined. These two men were 
not far apart. Both were devout men. 
They were devoted to God and man. They 
prayed, and they practised benevolence. 
Prejudices and circumstances kept them 
apart. In spirit and character, they were 
one. The same thing is true today of the 
racial, national, social differences, of the 
distinctions of rank and religion that di- 
vide and disturb us. 

Many still look upon “heathenism” as 
Peter looked upon Cornelius. We are in 
the bondage of our traditions. Ignorance 
and prejudice blind us to the devoutness, 
heart hunger, and spiritual yearnings of 
pagan peoples. Beneath the superficial 
differences of color and custom that sep- 
arate us from men of other countries and 
cultures, we find the essential humanity 
that makes all akin. And above all is the 
Father, who is no respecter of persons, 
rich unto all that call upon Him. Only 
yesterday we had in our midst in the 
Seminary a Christian gentleman and 
scholar from China, President Wei, of Cen- 
tral College. Students and faculty heard 
him with gladness, deeply impressed by the 
rare mind and heart of this ambassador of 
goodwill from a “pagan” country, and 
realizing anew that God has, indeed, “made 
of one every nation of men to dwell on 
all the face of the earth” (Acts 17:26). 

Even so it is within Christendom, so- 
called. There, too, we find many fictitious 
boundaries and imaginary barriers that 
keep men apart and work havoc. They are 
of our own making, the result of human 
pride, greed, and passion. We must strive 
to unmake them, lest they destroy us. But 
there is no final remedy for these divisions 
and cleavages save the gospel of Christ. 
In Him, these alienated and _ separated 
cliques and classes must find their meeting- 
place. First, He reconciles men with God. 
Then there is a way that leads to brother- 


hood. 
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III. Christ. 
case of Peter and Cornelius. In the final 
scene of our lesson-story Peter is preaching 
Jesus Christ to the Roman and his house- 
hold. And while he was yet speaking, “the 
Holy Spirit fell on all them that heard the 
word” (10:44). “Then prayed they him 
to tarry certain days” (10:48). 

That same eternal Christ is still the great 
Reconciler. He reconciles men with God, 
and with each other. Only in His gospel 
can we find the wisdom and power that 
will make our dreams of brotherhood come 
true. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


March 10: Crime Does Not Pay 
Ps. 1:4-6 

By crime we mean “a violation of the 
law, an offense against morality or the 
public welfare.” Naturally there are many 
forms of crime; there is crime of a gross 
and brutal character, and there is crime 
of a more refined order. But in essence 
the different forms of crime are very much 
alike. They differ only in degrees. It is, 
however, interesting to note that crime 
is not exactly the same at all times in 
human history. What was once regarded 
as crime may not be so regarded today, 
and what was once condoned may be con- 
demned as crime today. Since the world 
war crime has been greatly on the in- 
crease, especially in America. Something 
has given way in the realm of morals and 
the floodgates of crime have been let 
loose. The whole subject of criminology 
has been restudied in recent years. Stu- 
dents of this science are making very in- 
teresting observations and are suggesting 
some very definite cures for the same. We 
will treat this subject under three heads: 

1. The Cause of Crime. Many theories 
have been advanced. There are those who 
blame it all on heredity. They say crimi- 
nals are born such, with them it is a mat- 
ter of bad blood. Others blame it on 
environment, on bad physical conditions, 
on bad housing, filth, evil associations, 
movies, impure literature and other social 
conditions. Still others blame it on cer- 
tain complexes, inhibitions, nerve centers 
and on brain pressure. Doubtless all these 
conspire in making the eriminal but the 
real cause of crime must be traced to a 
perversion of the moral nature, to wicked- 
ness,,in the human heart, to a depraved 
mind, a weakened will. All crimes spring 
from three primary causes: malice, 
greed, and lust. Hatred and malice lead 
to murder, greed leads to theft and rob- 
bery and lust to immorality. There are 
personal, social and national crimes, but 
underlying them all are the three main 
causes. ‘The great national crime is war, 
and that too springs from hatred and 
greed and the lust of empire. 

2. The Cost of Crime. Crime is the most 
costly thing in the world. It never pays. 
It does not pay in dollars and cents. It 
exacts more money out of the treasury of 
our cities, States and the Federal govern- 
ment than any other single item. To 
protect society against crime and to pun- 
ish criminals, costs as much as every bale 
of cotton and every bushel of wheat rais- 
ed in the United States is worth. To 
think of the expense involved in main- 
taining the police force, the magistrates, 
the lawyers, the courts of justice, the jails 
and penitentiaries, not to speak of the 
withdrawal from gainful labor of the 
thousands of criminals, would be enough 
to stagger the imagination. If we add to 
this the cost of war, which is a form of 
crime, the expenditure becomes so be- 
wildering that it cannot be adequately 
computed. 


But the cost is not confined to dollars. 
It reaches into every avenue of life. It 
impoverishes the criminal himself, his 
family; it destroys body and soul and 
affects human society at every turn. The 
criminal usually does not confine himself 


So it came to pass in the to one form of wickedness. 
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He falls into 
all sorts of evil, and nature always exacts 


the toll. “The way of the transgressor 
is hard.” Crime does not pay. Many in 
stances might be cited to confirm this 


statement. It costs money, health, peace, 
happiness, life itself. Crime is at best a 
hard master and never enriches, but al 
ways impoverishes its victims. 

3. The Cure of Crime. Can crime be 
cured? If so, how? Many remedies have 
been suggested. First, punish the crimi- 
nal, This method has prevailed from the 
beginning. Trace the development of 
punishment from early times to the pre- 
sent. Separate the criminal from society 
by putting him to jail or locking him up 
in the penitentiary. This method is still 
in vogue, but prison reform is a favorite 
study of social workers. Others seek to 
cure crime through legislation, the passing 
of laws, and the using of force. Still 
others hope to cure it by education, by 
inculeating ideas and ideals into the mind 
of the young. Still others find the cure 
in the Christian religion. The best cure 
is found in the realm of prevention. By 
preventing crime we eventually cure it, 
just as in the ease of disease. The reform 
of the criminal is one thing, but the pre- 
vention from becoming a criminal is a far 
better thing. To eliminate crime one must 
begin far back and then develop a new 
humanity. This can best be done by in- 
stilling the principles of the Gospel and 
making it the law of human life. In this 
way the religion of Christ can save the 
country billions of dollars which it other- 
wise must spend on crime, as well as save 
souls from death and destruction. 


FAITH CHURCH WELCOMES 
NEW PASTOR 


On Tuesday evening, Feb. 12, 1935, Faith 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, Phila- 
delphia, welcomed Rev. and Mrs. William 
R. Shaffer to the pastorate of the Church 
at a banquet and reception given in their 
honor. More than 150 members and 
friends of the congregation enjoyed the 
banquet and fellowship and entertainment 
which followed. Greetings from the Home 
Mission Board were brought by Dr. Wil- 
liam F. DeLong. The West Oak Lane 
Federation of Churches was represented 
by the Revs. Braun, Entwistle and Good- 
man. Several other pastors also attended 
the event. Members of Faith Church 
choir supplied the vocal entertainment and 
all of the local Church’s organizations were 
represented by speakers at the banquet. 
Rev. and Mrs. Shaffer have just come to 
Faith Church from their former charge at 
High Point, N. C., and we extend our 
heartiest congratulations and wish them 
the greatest success in extending the work 
of the Kingdom in Philadelphia, 


Rev. William R. Shaffer 
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A COMMENT FROM THE REFORMED 
MINISTERIUM OF PHILA., PA. 


Ever since the Book-room of our Board 
of Christian Education has been removed 
to Miller Hall, not a few comments have 
been offered on its remarkable and pleas- 
ing transformation which includes the im- 
proved classified display of books and sun- 
dries. Our genial, untiring manager, Mr. 
George W. Waidner, is back of it all. 

The Ministerium at its meeting of Feb. 
11, 1935, in view of this adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution: That we gratefully ac- 
knowledge and appreciate the telling ef- 
forts and courtesies of Brother Waidner 
and the clerks which have greatly con- 
tributed to the efficiency of this part of 
the work of our Board. 


“Give the flowers to the living, 
Let sweet fragrance fill the air, 
Blessings follow with the giving, 
Pure and sweet as lily fair.” 


L. D. Benner, 
Pres. of the Ministerium. 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. John M. G. Darms, Secretary 


Another NEW CHAPTER — Trinity 
Church, Altoona, Pa., the Rev. James M. 
Runkle, Ph.D., pastor. The splendid abili- 
ties and spirit of these strong men in 
Trinity presages good things both for the 
men and for the League. The men of 
Trinity are men who do things, and as the 
new president says, “they propose to give 
to it all they have in them.” That’s spir- 
itual purpose of the highest order and 
when related to the work of the Church 
and Kingdom, will surely show commend- 
able results. The pastor himself is an 
enthusiast for the League and is full of 
the highest hopes for the good it will do 
his men and the Church. As president of 
the Classical Committee of the League, Dr. 
Runkle now has the endorsement of his 
own Church. The officers elected for 1935 
are as follows: President, Walter H. Smith; 
vice president, W. P. Beardsley; secretary, 
Earnest F. Miller; and treasurer, Clarence 
F. Miller. They enter upon their work 
with enthusiasm. Welcome to this fine 
Chapter in our growing fellowship. 


Dr. Jos. Apple, president emeritus of 
Hood College, has just completed the ma- 
terial on the topic: “Our Educational 
Institutions.” Dr. Apple is one of the 
founders and fathers of the League, and 
as an outstanding educator, he has helped 
build into it many fine principles. The men 
will enjoy and profit by this treatise on a 
most interesting and important subject. 


“Unfortunately,” writes a pastor, “I 
have mislaid the papers on the League you 
sent me, but I want to inform you that our 
men organized a Chapter last evening, and 
we would appreciate having you send us 
a charter.” Of course, we were glad to 
do so and also sent the papers necessary 
for enrollment. 

HAVE ANY OTHER BRTHEREN mis- 
laid or lost the papers the League sent out 
to every pastor? If so, send for others, 
but do not delay organizing your Chapter. 
Routine and order are necessary, but the 
essential thing is to “get the men going.” 


Ten Chapters have already sent in a 
voluntary contribution and we appreciate 
this and thank them for helping us in 
keeping up this truly good and growing 
work. Gradually the light is dawning 
upon our pastors and laymen as to what 


CHEREOEA 


a good thing the League is and can grow 
to be. 


Ninety-seven men gathered in St. John’s 
Chureh, Johnstown, Pa., Rev. J. Harvey 
Mickley, D.D., pastor, under the leader- 
ship of Attorney Saylor, and held an en- 
thusiastic meeting. President Saylor 
knows how to keep them interested. 
Among them were 12 men from the Hun- 
garian Church with their pastor, Rev. Chas. 
Krikvulka. The men of St. Paul’s Church 
were present in goodly number, and the 
secretary had to promise them a return 
visit at a future occasion. 


MEN of the League, fill up your 
Churehes during Lent and make yourself 
responsible for bringing in the unchurched 
men in your community. This would aid 
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and extend the blessed ministry of your 
beloved, hard-working pastor. Evangelism 
is one of the chief aims of the League. 


Your secretary will address the men of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Churches 
of Baltimore, Md., on Thursday, Feb. 28, 
at which time a banquet will be held in 
St. Matthias Evangelical Church. Rev. 
N. L. Horn and his committee are making 
arrangements for a large and representa- 
tive meeting. 


During the season of Lent our men are 
open to a specific challenge for spiritual 
effort. Encourage them to 

ORGANIZE A CHAPTER 


of the League in their or in their neigh- 
boring Church. 
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The airship Macon plunged into the 
ocean 110 miles south of San Francisco 
Feb. 12. An explosion was believed by 
navy men to have torn the Macon apart. 
Commander Herbert V. Wiley and 80 of 
her crew were saved. Two are missing. 

President Herbert Hoover made a short 
address at the fifty-ninth annual Lincoln 
Day dinner of the National Republican 
Club at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. C., 
Feb. 13, he was inducted into office as a 
director of the New York Life Insurance 
Co. 

Dr. Lyon G. Tyler, president emeritus 
of the College of William and Mary, and 
son of the tenth President of the United 
States, died in his home in Charles City 
County, Va., Feb. 12, at the age of 82. 

Auguste Hscoffier, the world-famous 
authority on cooking, died in his villa 
at Monte Carlo, Feb. 12, at the age of 88. 

A Civil War veteran of 93, only sur- 
vivor of President Lincoln’s last body- 
guard, was received at the White House 
by President Roosevelt, Feb. 12, as part 
of the Chief Executive’ observance of the 
anniversary of the Emancipator’s birth- 
day. The veteran was William Henry Gil- 
bert of Craley, Pa., one of six Union sol- 
diers who guarded Lincoln’s bier at Phil- 
adelphia when the body lay in state be- 
fore being taken to Illinois for burial. 

Herbert Allen Giles, distinguished 
Chinese scholar, whose name is a house- 
hold word in China, died Feb. 23, at Cam- 
bridge in his 90th year. 

Miss Doris Duke, 22-year-old heiress to 
a vast fortune left by her father made in 
the American tobacco industry, and re- 
putedly the richest girl in the world, was 
married Feb. 23 to James Henry Roberts 
Cromwell, son of Mrs. E, T,. Stotesbury, 
of Philadelphia. 


General Robert E. Wood, president of 
Sears Roebuck and Co., has been announe- 
ed as the anministration’s principal ad- 
viser on allocation of the four billion work 
relief fund. His selection was announced 
by Secretary Roper, after the Secretary, 
General Wood and Henry P. Kendall, 
chairman of the Business Council, con- 
ferred with President Roosevelt at the 
White House. 

Elihu Root, former seeretary of State, 
celebrated his 90th birthday quietly at 
his home in N. Y. C. Feb. 15. He feels 
at this advanced age he should no longer 
give his views on world affairs. 

“The rarest stamp in the world,” a mag- 
enta-colored one-cent stamp issued in 
British Guiana in 1856, has long been con- 
sidered the most valuable item in a collec- 
tion of the late Arthur Hind, the well- 
known philatelist and millionaire plush 
manufacturer of Utiea, N. Y. This col- 


lection was valued from $1,000,000 to $2,- 
000,000. The British Guiana stamp is the 
only one of its kind known in the world. 

The 115th birthday anniversary of Su- 
san B. Anthony, a pioneer in the move- 
ment for women’s rights, was observed 
Feb. 15, throughout the nation under the 
auspices of the National. Woman’s party. 

The second millenary of the death of 
Horace, great poet of Roman Italy, will 
be commemorated this year throughout 


Italy and in various Italian centres 
abroad. 
Hawaii’s 140,000 Japanese residents 


commemorated the 50th anniversary of 
the first organized Japanese immigration 
to these islands, Feb. 1. Thirty-eight per 
eent of Hawaii’s population is of Japan- 
ese ancestry. The flag of the rising sun 
fluttered beside the stars and stripes and 
the fishing boats were decked in bright 
colors. 

Britain, France and Italy have joined 
forces to keep Europe’s peace until the 
return of confidence makes their policing 
unnecessary. The sole purpose in the 
Anglo-French accords drafted at London 
several weeks ago was to keep peace, to 
which Germany was invited to adhere. 
Germany’s reply has not been satisfactory. 

President Roosevelt sent a message to 
Congress, Feb. 19, dealing with the future 
of the National Recovery Administration 
and asking for a two-year extension of 
the agency. Otherwise the NRA would 
die on June 16. 

The Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union, honoring the 37th anniversary of 
the death of Frances Willard, the founder, 
will start a five-year, five-point program 
to realize its ideals. That program will 
culminate in 1939 on the 100th anniver- 
sary of Miss Willard’s birth. Miss Wil- 
lard died Feb. 17, 1898. 

Out of the toy banks of nearly 100,000 
school children of St. Louis has come the 
means to restore a shrine commemorating 
the boyhood of Eugene Field, writer of 
whimsical child verse. His boyhood home 
setting off the St. Louis riverfront will be 
restored as the Field family oceupied it 
in the 1850s. 

Dwight H. Green, United States Dis- 
trict Attorney, Feb. 16, declared that 
“erime is costing the citizens of this ecoun- 
try over $12,000,000,000 a year, an amount 
far in excess of that required to operate 
all the functions of the government. ni 

Eight thousand school superintendents 
and other educational administrators at- 
tended the annual convention of the De- 
partment of Superintendence of the Na- 
tional Edueation Association Feb. 23-2 
at Atlantie City. . 


Miss Marian de Forest, journalist, pla: 
wright and critic, died in Buffalo, N. ¥ 
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Feb. 17. She was best known for her dra- 
matization of Louisa M. Alcott’s “Little 
Women.” 

Mrs. Edwin Perkins, better known by 
her nom de plume, Kate Upson Clark, died 
in her home in Brooklyn, Feb. 17. A fre- 
quent contributor to children’ S magazines, 
Mrs. Clark edited “Good Cheer” in the 
80’s and contributed to many daily news- 
papers. She was 84. 

Thirty-one prisoners, most of them con- 
victed of violent crimes, killed a tower 
guard and broke from the much investi- 
gated State reformatory at Granite Okla., 
Feb. 17, despite the heroie resistance of 
its woman warden. Several were captured. 

Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd and a 
majority of the men of his expedition to 
Antartica returned to civilization, Feb. 
18, after 15 months in the polar continent. 
The flagship, Jacob Ruppert, bearing the 
explorers arrived at Port Chalmers and 
then proceeded to Dunedin for a medical 
inspection. 

The Chamber, of Commerce of the 
United States came out Feb. 17 against 
President Roosevelt’s $4,880,000,000 work 
relief program by publishing a report of 
its Federal Finance Committee advocating 
a reduction of $2,000,000,000 in the relief 
appropriation. 

The United States Court gave its deci- 
sion on the Government’s gold policy in 
favor of the Administration 5-4. The 
majority and minority agreed only on one 
point—that the gold clause repeal in gov- 
ernment contracts was unconstitutional. 
The majority, Stone, Brandeis, Roberts, 
Cardozo was led by Chief Justice Hughes. 
As the result of the decision, business 
surges forward and stocks rise. 

Desha Breckinridge, for nearly 40 years 
one of the most powerful figures in Ken- 
tucky journalism and polities, died Feb. 
18 at his home near Lexington, at the age 
of 67. 

Two women of historic Prussian line- 
age were beheaded by the Nazis, Feb. 18, 
for betraying military secrets. <A third 
and a Polish Baron, leader of the plot, 
got life imprisonment. 

The Abyssinian Government, Feb. 18, 
issued a statement declaring negotiations 
for creation of a neutral zone between 
Italian and Abyssinian forces have been 
concluded. 

Provincial Governors, Feb. 18, expressed 
their desire that Manuel Quezon be the 
first President of the Commonwealth Gov- 
ernment expected to be set up in the Phil- 
ippines within a year. 

The Royal Dutch Airlines’ annual re- 
port for last year shows an increase of 
106 per cent in passenger traffic, as com- 
pared with 1933. 


Lo  ceeeenes 110 i comammeress Ma )i{ memes P(e) 
| 


|| Woman’s Missionary 
| Society News 
io Ca) 0 Ga 0 Ga 2 


Miss Rosa E. Ziegler, Editor, 
440 N. 7th St., Lebanon, Pa. 


Another Missionary Passes On 


Our hearts were saddened to learn of 
the death of our veteran retired mission- 
ary, Dr. J. P. Moore, at Lansdale, Pa., 
on Feb. 7, at the age of 87. Dr. Moore 
was the second missionary sent out by 
our Chureh back in 1883, and he served 
faithfully in Japan until 1924 when he 
retired from active missionary work at 
the age of 76. Dr. Moore served first as 
an Evangelistic missionary in Tokyo, then 
in Sendai and at a time when there was 
an opening in Yamagata for a Christian 
teacher, Dr. Moore moved to Yamagata, 
being the first Reformed missionary in 
that city. For a short time, from 1893- 
1895 Dr. Moore served as the principal of 
Miyagi Girls’ School in Sendai. Though 
most of Dr. Moore’s 40 years’ service in 
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_.._._.. SAY LEADING PASTORS 


A GREAT 
FAVORITE 


“Aids Spiritual Recovery” 


“Enriches our Praise Service’—‘‘The Best Yet’’— 

“Properly Balanced’””—these are some of the phrases 
that occur again and again in the thousands of letters 
we receive from pastors about “TRIUMPHANT 
SERVICE SONGS.” 


History shows that PERMANENT ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY follows Spiritual Recovery . . . NOW 
is the time for the church to have FAITH to spend 
for song books. HERE is the book that pastors, 
superintendents and committee members agree is 


IN TUNE WITH THE TIMES 


295 inspiring, vigorous, triumphant songs. Scripture 
readings, complete indexes, worship programs ... a 
variety of material for every church need. Round 
and shaped notes, complete orchestration. 


How to Raise Money for New Songbooks 


Interesting and informative 16 page booklet giving 
details of effective methods of raising money for 
your songbooks sent free upon request. 


No Increase in Price 


Rope Bristol binding, $25 per 100. Full cloth, $40 
per 100. We cannot tell how long we can maintain 
these present low prices . . . NOW is the time 
to order. 

Pastors, Superintendents, Committee members write 
for examination copy. 


THE RODEHEAVER CO. 


DEPT. R-C-2 
28 E. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Iil. 
124°; [5th St., ENS EOS are oe tah Pa. 


Finca ER FSSceS FREE 


HALL-MACK CO. 
40 page catalogue showing 2 services with music, 
scriptions of pageants, etc., is FREE 


SEVEN DAYS with the SAVIOUR” ‘a new pageant 
service program for the whole school. Shown in 
detail in catalogue. 

PAGEANTS, Song Stories, etc., sent for examina- 
tion, on request. 

EASTER HELPER, No. 21, a storehouse of recita- 
tions, drills, songs, a silhouette (shadowgraph), 
etc., for children. 25 cents. Not sent on selection. 

MOTHER’S DAY. “Behold Thy Mother,” a 
beautiful ready-to-use program, without rehearsal. 
Free copy, mention this ad. 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st and Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 


Japan were spent in carrying on Evan- 
gelistic work in Tokyo and Sendai, he 
was well acquained with all phases of our 
missionary work in Japan. Our hearts go 
out in sympathy to Mrs. Moore who is the 
very efficient recording secretary of the 
W. M.S. of Eastern Synod. 


Woman’s Missionary Societies Note!!! 
Page 10 of the program booklet on “Ja- 
panese Women Speak” calls for latest 
statistics of our Japan Mission, referring 
to the December 1934 “Outlook of Mis- 
sions.” Through an oversight, these were 
not included. Here are the necessary fig- 
ures: 105 in active evangelistic work 
(not ineluding the 22 kindergartners 
sometimes termed as evangelistic work- 
ers); 13 American Missionaries and 
wives; 92 national workers, of whom 71 
are men and 21 women. 


The person who said that opportunity 
knocks but once, probably was wrong. 
But when a wide-open, splendid oppor- 
tunity presents itself, it behooves us to 
take advantage of it. Such an opportunity 
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MISssourRI: 
“Improved attendance, 
new courage,and a 10% 
gain in income in an 
unusually hard-hit com- 
munity.” 


VIRGINIA: 


“Our entire budget 
pledged for the first 
time in years,” 


Definite 
‘Responsibility 


HE Vanward Plan 

furnishes a pro- 
gram that distributes 
responsibility among a 
large number of work- 
ers. And the work is 
definite, stimulating, 
resultful. Men always 
respond to the chal- 
lenge of a worth-while 
task. That’s why the 
Vanward Plan suc- 
ceeds! 


Ghe Vanward Plan, Inc. 


Barr Building 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


INQUIRY COUPON 
THE VANWARD PLAN, INC., Washington, D. C. 
Please send us further information, 
Ur CHa cecctalencteeresecnece raspeenoctensehesqenscesanseesouseetuasacactease 
MME a rats Gere yates eset caasceee cccbarcs cote oo nconss Cu ve ncessGuceecscaspeanciabreke 
SER COE oe as pci ar nessa baad acc aac oaeabap a tneaccarnses Ccbespaataceswntae 
OHA SG 1G ao Sven bv cenresecSecencecs ea seteantahnipsoneecautt ne een 


HOTEL 
PARKSIDE 


NEW YORK 


IN GRAMERCY PARK 


HE Parkside is one of New York’s 

nicest hotels . . . its pleasant atmosphere 
and select clientele are constantly main- 
tained . . . located in quiet Gramercy Park, 
just a few minutes from all the important 
parts of the city . . . within walking dis- 
tance of denominational headquarters and 
mission boards. 


Single Rooms from $2.00 a Day 


Attractive Weekly and Monthly Rates 
Moderate Priced Restaurant 


Roof Terrace Solarium 


Priytte Park 


20th St. and Irving Place 


Artuur H. Erzoup, Manager 
UNDER RELIANCE DIRECTION 


BuY EASTER COMMUNION SUPPLIES 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Send for Folder and SPECIAL 
OFFER atlow prices. Tray and 36 
glasses $6.50 up. Extra Glasses 
$1.00 dozen. Collection and Bread 
Plates. Pastor’s Sick Outfits, etc. 


THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO., Box 3, Lima, Ohio 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 


and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 


Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, 


address the 


D.D., LL. D,; 
Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories’ offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 


HENRY HaAPPLEAD:. D> Lia DE 
President. 


‘URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 


FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 
Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE 


PENNSYLVANIA 
The Mercersburg 


Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


HENRY “I STAHR; D:D, 
President 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


is knocking at your door, for the key to 
a wide-awake-alive missionary organiza- 
tion will be found only as all members of 
the W. M.S. of G. S. tie in with the Tri- 
ennial Convention, May 21-25, at Greens- 
burg, Pa. 

The membership consists of the cabinet, 
trustees, ex-presidents and life members of 
the W. M. S. G. 8. the president and 2 
delegates from each Classical Society one 
G. M. G. delegate from each Classical So- 
ciety having one or more Guilds, a Mission 
Band leader as delegate from each Classi- 
cal Society having 5 or more bands en- 
rolled and the G. M. G. secretary from 
each District Synod. 

An afternoon and evening Mission Study 
Class, with a Covered Dish Supper was 
held by the W. M. S. of Grace Church, 
Easton, Pa., at the home of the president, 
Mrs. C. W. Dawe, on Feb. 14. The day 
was one of those icy, slippery days that 
makes it almost impossible to walk but 
Mr. Dawe kindly acted as chauffeur, so a 
fine group of the members were able to 
attend. Since the day was also the Presi- 
dent’s birthday, a beautiful orchid-colored 
cyclamen was given her as a surprise gift. 
This was a very enjoyable as well as a 
profitable meeting. 


The W. M. S. of Calvary Church, Read- 
ing, Pa., enjoyed Prot. LeGalley’s lecture 
and Movies of our work in Japan, also 
his fine renditions H Japanese music on 
the evening of Feb. A mixed quartette 
of young people of Calv ary, also pleased 
the audience by singing several familiar 
hymns in the Japanese language. 


Heidelberg Church, Philadelphia, has a 
W. M.S. that has started on its 50th year 
of work with a splendid spirit of inter- 
est and growing activity. This fine Society 
anticipates celebrating its 50th anniver- 
sary in Dec. 1935. 


Real Active Home Mission work is be- 
ing carried on by several members of the 
W. M.S. of Zion Church, Bethlehem, Pa. 
These W. M. S. ladies have been working 
as volunteers for the relief—taking chil- 
dren whose parents are on the relief to 
physicians who have volunteered their 
services, for a medical examination. After 
the medical examination, if they need 
treatment of any kind, these ladies make 
appointments and in many instances take 
them to doctors or dentists to receive 
treatment. 


At St. Paul’s Church, Northampton, Pa., 
the W. M. S. reports a year of splendid 
fellowship and co-operation among its 
members. The efficient president, Mrs. 
Clarence Hawk, who has served in this 
capacity since the Society was organized 
in 1925, selects for each month’s meeting, 
a different member to have charge of the 
entire program. This provides variety and 
creates a greater interest in the work of 
the Society. 


e 


The W. M. S. of Trinity Church, Tel-’ 
ford, Pa., conducted a very successful 
Food Sale Jan. 26, realizing approximate- 

$45. All the members were asked to 
send something to be sold, for instance, 
if you had a “hobby” you might send 
that one thing. They sold home-made 
vegetable soup, pickled cabbage, potato 
salad, chicken salad, vegetable salad, 
serapple, mush, pies, cakes and apple- 
sauce. There was such a big demand for 
soup, that the Society planned to hold a 
soup sale on March 2. (We wish for this 
active W. M. S. a very successful sale.) 


A Surprise Birthday Party was held on 
Jan..10 by the W. M. S. of Freiden’s 
Church, New Ringgold, Pa., for Miss Clara 
Koch who has for-30 years been a faith- 
ful member of the W. M. 8. Miss Koch 
is well known throughout the community 
for her loyal devotion to her Chureh and 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 
Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 

Spotts, Telford, Pa. ‘ 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 
Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 

15 colieges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 

four colleges last year. Fine school home, 

thorough work and helpful supervision. 

Moderate cost. 

Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
) Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 


Outstanding Features: 


High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 


For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 
HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 


Salisbury, N. C. 
HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 
College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 
missionaries, religious 


Heidelberg trains ministers, 
directors and social workers, and offers also pre- 


medical, pre-law, pre-engineering, pre-journalism 
courses, and courses in business administration. 
Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 


scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 

For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


her Society, and for her unselfish and gen- 
erous support of every worthy cause. 


LEBANON CLASSIS 


The 115th Annual Session of Lebanon 
Classis met on Feb. 11, 1935, in St. Steph- 
en’s Church, Lebanon, Pa., Rev. Pierce E. 
Swope, pastor. The Communion Service 
was in charge of the Revs. I. C. Fisher, 
E. G. Leinbach, J. D. Backenstose, and 
Wayne A. Lutz. The Communion Medi- 
tation was given by the Rey. C. B. Mar- 
steller. Officers elected for the ensuing 
year were: Rev. J. D. Backenstose, presi- 
dent; Elder I. W. Bowman, vice-president; _ 
Rev. Mark Wagner, reading clerk; Rev. 
J. Lewis Fluck, stated clerk; and Elder 
C. P. Saylor, treasurer. The reading 0 
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the parochial reports revealed the long 
terms of service rendered by pastors of 
the Classis. The Rev. A. J. Bachman has 
served for the longest period, 56 years 
in the Schaefferstown parish, where he 
continues to minister. Six other pastors 
have served the Classis for 30 years or 
more. A substantial gain was noticed in 
8S. S. enrollment, or 550 more pupils en- 
rolled than one year ago. St. Mark’s 8. 
8., Lebanon, Rev. H. J. Herber, pastor, 
had an average enrollment of 892 in 1934 
which is believed to be the highest aver- 
age S. 8S. attendance in the Reformed 
Church, Small gains were made in Chureh 
membership, and about $$1,000 more 
than last year was given to benevolence. 
Plans were made for the annual exchange 
of pulpits on the Sunday prior to Lent, 
and for the Evangelistic Retreat to be 
held on the afternoon of March 5, with 
the Rev. A. C. Thompson as Counsellor, 
and a Men’s Mass Meeting for the even- 
ing of March 5, when the speaker will 
be the Rev. Paul S. Leinbach. These meet- 
ings are in charge of the Committee on 
Evangelism, Rev. David Lockart, Chair- 
man. It was reported that, last year on 
a bitter cold night, 700 men from all 
points of the Classis assembled to hear 
the Rey. Ralph Sockman of New York. 
Classis has been concerned for some time 
with the 6 supply points within the Clas- 
sis, and efforts to reconstruct charges 
having proved inexpedient, a new com- 
mittee has been appointed to make a sur- 
vey of these “loose ends” and make recom- 
mendations to Classis, looking to the uni- 
fication of these points with existing 
charges or to form new charges. The 
members of Lebanon Classis look forward 
hopefully as the Lenten and Easter sea- 
son approaches, believing that greater 
gains will be made this year than were 
made last year. 
Cc. B. Marsteller, 
P. E. Swope, 
Press Committee. 


CLASSIS OF NORTH CAROLINA 


The Classis of N. C. met in 105th annual 
session in Emanuel Church, Thomasville, 
N. C., Feb. 5 and 6. The opening liturgical 
services were in charge of Revs. J. H. 
Keller and Lee A. Peeler. Annual sermon 
was delivered by the Rey. Augustus C. 
Peeler, retiring president, whose text was 
John 1:12, “But as many as received Him, 
to them gave He power to become the sons 
of God.” His theme was, “The Power of 
Christianity,” a very timely message. 
Holy Communion was administered by 
Revs. K. B. Shoffner, H. D. Althouse, H. 
C. Kellermeyer and Jas. D. Andrew, D.D. 
Classis was reorganized by election of Rev. 
H. C. Kellermeyer as pres.; Elder John T. 
Plott, vice-pres.; Rev. Carl Clapp, recording 
sec.; and Rev. W. C. Lyerly, reading clerk. 
Dr. J. C. Leonard is stated clerk. The ad- 
dress of welcome delivered by Elder John 
W. Bowers, Esq., of the local congregation 
was greatly enjoyed by Classis and gra- 
ciously responded to by the president. 
Tues. night session was devoted to Chris- 
tian Education. The devotions were in 
charge of Dr. Allen K. Faust. An address 
on “Catawba College and Its Relation to 
Christian Education” was delivered by Dr. 
Howard R. Omwake. “Christian Education 
as Represented by Our Board of Christian 
Education,” was presented by Rev. Wm. S. 
Gerhard. Both of these addresses were 
splendid and were enjoyed by members of 
Classis. An historical address on “Eman- 
uel Church and Its Relation to the Classis 
of North Carolina” was presented Wed. at 
11.30 A. M. by Dr. J. C. Leonard. This 
address was a brief portrayal of the long 
history of the congregation and its fine 
contributions to the Church and Kingdom 
of God. 

The program as outlined by General Syn- 
od for the spring meeting of Classis was 
followed. Items of such fine interest were 
presented and business was transacted in 
such a splendid manner that the business 


sessions were very inspiring. Classis took 
special note of the fine work being done 
at Catawba College as to merit the action 
of the Southern Association of Schools and 
Colleges in removing the conditional mem- 
bership of the College in the Association 
and the placing it on unconditional mem- 
bership. 

Members of the Classis greatly enjoyed 
their stay in the homes of the congrega- 


tion. Delicious dinners were served by the 
good ladies each day of the meeting. 


Statistical reports showed an encouraging 
increase in membership and in contribu- 
tions to both current expenses and benevo- 
lences. The semi-annual meeting will be 
held in First Church, Landis, beginning 
Oct. 8 at 10.30. The time and place for the 
annual meeting was left in the hands of 
the Executive Committee. 
Lee A. Peeler, Press Agent. 


WEST OHIO CLASSIS 

The meeting of West Ohio Classis was 
held Feb. 12 and 13 at First Church, 
Piqua, O., Rev. Clarence E. Sitler, pastor. 
The meeting opened Tuesday morning at 
10 o’clock with a communion service con- 
ducted by the Revs. Elmer Elshoff and 
Geo. P. Kehl, At the inspiring and in- 
structive worship service Tuesday even- 
ing the sermon was delivered by the presi- 
dent of Classis, Rev. R. J. Schroer of 
Lima on the theme “Ambassadors of the 
King.” 

During the business sessions a fine dis- 
cussion concerning Heidelberg College was 
conducted by Rev. O. B. Moor of New 
Knoxville. Parochial reports indicated 
many problems facing the Churches but 
also some very encouraging statements. 
New officers for 1935 are Rev. Geo. P. 
Kehl, St. Marys, president; Rev. A. C. 
Yost, Spencerville, vice-president; Rev. 
Elmer Elshoff, Ada, corresponding secre- 
tary; Mr. E. W. Armstrong, Lima, treas- 
urer; Rev. N. E. Vitz, New Bremen, stated 
clerk. A new permanent committee on 
Heidelberg College was elected, members 
of the committee being Revs. O. B. Moor 
and E. V. Loucks and Elder John Stelz- 
ner of Piqua. Others elected to perma- 
nent committees were: Rev. E. Elshoff, 
Christian Education and Educational In- 
stitutions; Rev. H. J. Miller, Social Wel- 
fare, Rural Work and Benevolent Insti- 
tutions; Rey. O. B. Moor, Missions and 


_ Stewardship; Rev. R. J. Schroer, Evangel- 


ism; Rey. N. E. Vitz, Ministerial Relief 
Informant. i 
The time and place for the Fall Meet- 
ing was placed in the hands of the Exec- 
utive Committee. The 1936 Spring meet- 
ing will be held at New Knoxville, O. 
—C. E. S. 


BI-ANNUAL MEETING OF WESTMORE- 
LAND CLASSIS 


The meeting opened at Larimer, Pa., 
Feb. 12, 9.30 A. M., with a very impressive 
Communion service. The retiring presi- 
dent, Rev. H. A. Robb of Export, delivered 
a very striking and forceful sermon on the 
text, “That They May Be One,” in which 
he sounded the note of unity of mind and 
purpose within our own Church as well as 
unity and co-operation with other Chris- 
tian Churches throughout the world. The 
session had an atmosphere of progressive- 
ness as well as a brighter outlook for the 
future, such as has not been noted for 
several years. A committee on the state 
of the Church was able to report gains in 
all items of statistics; namely: net gain 
of 137 members; an increase paid on the 
Apportionment of 20% over 1933; gain in 
amount paid for benevolence; and gain 
of 15% on amount paid for congregational 
purposes. The consensus of the parochial 
reports furnished a brighter outlook for 
the future of the Church in that the 
Church Schools as a whole are in sound 
condition and are progressing steadily, in- 
tensifying their spiritual contributions to 
character, 


Where to buy 


my books 
GR 


Any book advertised in 
this journal 

—any book reviewed or 
mentioned in this journal 
ANY book you want to 
buy can be bought from 
the— 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCA- 
TION OF THE EVANGELICAL 
AND REFORMED CHURCH 
IN THE WU. 8. 


1505 Race St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Postage Postpaid : Prompt Service 


Morning devotions and Communion sery- 
ice were in charge of Revs. H. A. Robb of 
Export, P. T. Stonesifer of Mt. Pleasant, 
J. A. Kleinginna of Youngwood, and G. A. 
Teske of Larimer. Afternoon devotions 
were led by Rev. C. B. Hower of Salina, 
and evening devotions by Rev. R. C. Eroh 
of Manor. The officers of Classis for 1935 
are Rey. H. W. Black, pres.; Elder Clay 
H. Stahl, v. pres.; Rev. W. S. Fisher, stated 
clerk; Rev. P. T. Stonesifer, treas.; and 
Rev. C. B. Hower, cor. sec. 

Russell C. Eroh, 
Chairman Press Committee. 


SPRING MEETING—ALLEGHENY 
CLASSIS, 1935 

Allegheny Classis of Pittsburgh Synod 
convened for its 64th Annual Meeting Feb. 
5, at 9.30 A. M., in St. Luke’s Church, 
Braddock, Pa. The sermon on the subject 
“Let Us Draw Nigh’ was preached by the 
retiring president, Rev. John A. Borger, 
after which the Classical communion was 
observed, services conducted by Rev. A. 
J. Herman of Duquesne, and Rey. L. G. 
Novak of St. Paul’s Church, Pittsburgh. 

Organization of :\Classis was as follows: 
President, Rev. Frank Hiack of Bethany, 
Butler; vice-president, Mr. E. A. Wilson of 
Christ, Pittsburgh; treasurer, Mr. W. A. 
Ashbaugh of Bethany, Butler; correspond- 
ing secretary, Rev. H. T. Goodling of St. 
Paul’s, Butler; and for stated clerk to fin- 
ish the unexpired term of the late Rev. 
D. J. Wolf, Rev. Howard Loch of the 
First Reformed Church, Piteairn. 

In spite of the raging mid-winter snow- 
storm, all but two active ministers and 
two inactive ministers were present. All 
but five charges were represented by an 
elder. 

Allegheny Classis, in which there are 
only five congregations with a member- 
ship of more than 300 communicant mem- 
bers, and with its smaller congregations in 
the Pittsburgh area of steel industry where 
all people know what the depression has 
meant since 1929, held the lines with a 
determination to carry on. Peace and har- 
mony have prevailed in all the congrega- 
tions of the Classis between pastor and 
people. Intensive, sacrificial pastoral work 
has been done. Young people have been 
rallied and challenged for Christian leader- 
ship and service as never before. The $20 
first prize, Group D of the 1934 Steward- 
ship Essay Contest, went to a member of 
this Classis. For the first time in several 
years a net gain was reported in communi- 
cant Church members. The margin is 
small, but we rejoice that we are again in 
the plus column, instead of the minus. A 
similar gain was also made in the number 
of members who communed, and in the 
Chureh School enrollment. $7,216.94 was 
raised on the Apportionment, one congre- 
gation paying this in full, and two not con- 
tributing at all, but with hopes of fulfillment 
next year. $10,717.76 was raised on other 
denominational benevolences, and $532.60 
on other than denominational benevolences. 
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The total benevolence was more than $2,000 
above the total assessment of the Classical 
Apportionment. All the smaller congrega- 
tions find it extremely difficult to pay their 


pastors’ salaries, although greatly reduced, 
and the financial burdens of these pastors 
and their families have been very heavy. 
Several of the Churches report indebted- 
ness on their properties reduced. 

Classis lost 3 ministers by death in 1934, 
two of whom passed to their reward very 
suddenly, and who went down in the heat 
of the day. One minister was lost to the 
active field on account of blindness, 2 
young active men were added to the roll 
of Classis. There are 3 vacancies. 


Allegheny Classis will meet next Sep- 
tember for its fall meeting in St. John’s 
Church, Olivet Church, R. D., Butler, Pa., 
and for its spring meeting next year in 
Trinity, New Kensington. 

John A. Borger, 
Press Committee. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Speaking Boldly, Essay-Sermons, by Ray 
Freeman Jenney, Revell, 1934, 128 pp., 
$1.24. 

‘The author gives the name of the first 
essay-sermon to the book, and very proper- 
ly so. He does speak boldly. He is in the 
habit of doing so, and he does it very 
normally and honestly. Every reader will 
catch his aptness in concise quoting from 
his wide reading and study, but as a 
friend .I feel it my duty to do what his 
modesty kept him from doing, viz.: give 
the backgrounds of his statements. When 
he speaks with all of his dynamic power 
against war, remember that the writer 
bears the marks, and very serious ones, 
of actual war; when he speaks of Russia, 
it is as a traveler who was carefully guid- 
ed as he went about that enigmatic land, 
and when touching on the friction points 
of our social and industrial life, again he 
has first mastered the subject before speak- 
ing. 
‘Aad to this character and intellectual 
equipment a rare ability to gather and 
make discriminating uses of words and 
phrases “with burs on them,” and you will 
appreciate the fine contribution this work 
makes to a number of burning questions. 
Its style is also a fine model for many of 
us who try to drive these same things home 
to our hearers, but often with too blunt 
an instrument to leave lasting impressions. 


—Clayton H. Ranck. 


The Skeptical Approach to Religion, by 
Paul Elmer More. Princeton University 
Press. $2. 

The publication of this little book, the 
Lowell Lectures, forms the second volume 
of New Shelburns Essays. The works of Pro- 
fessor More are meat and drink to no small 
company of intelligent men and- women; 
and while we cannot predict anything like 
popularity for his works, yet we do feel 
that his will be an increasingly potent 
mind in the cultural and religious thought 
of our day. Professor More’s clarity of 
mind, depth of knowledge, distinction of 
style, and the exalted Christian Platonism 
of his spiritual outlook combine to make 
his contribution to religious literature 
quite unique. Perhaps no other scholar 
has arrived at anything like similar con- 
clusions by following similar paths. To 
begin a eritical study of religion from a 
professedly skeptical peint of view and to 
end with the dogma of the Incarnation is, 
to say the least, a rather solitary achieve- 
ment. But here is the record of such an 
achievement—and the well-marked intel- 
lectual pathway through which it was 
made possible. You will be doing your 
mind and seul a favor by following the 
lead afforded by this highly disciplined 
and discerning apologist—H. D. McK. 
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ELDER DANIEL M. HILDEBRAND 


Stricken with cerebral apoplexy, while 
working on his farm in Springfield Town- 
ship, York Co., Pa., Feb. 8, Elder Daniel 
M. Hildebrand died before medical aid 
could reach him. Mr. Hildebrand was 
known throughout southern York Co. as 
an upright and just man. He served as 
elder in St. Paul Church, Shrewsbury, and 
was a trustee of Goodling Cemetery Assn., 
near Glen Rock. He united with the 
Church at the age of 15, under the pas- 
torate of the Rev. Alfred F, Dreisbach. 
He loved the Church and was devoted to 
all her ministrations. He was a regular 
subscriber to the “Reformed Church Mes- 
senger” for 51 years. His widow and a 
sister, Mrs. H. M. Stiles of York, Pa., sur- 
vive him. Funeral services were held from 
his late residence Feb. 12 at 9.30 A. M., 
with concluding services in St. Paul 
Church, Shrewsbury, in charge of his min- 
ister, Rev. Charles M. Mitzell. We can- 
not understand why God calls good men 
out of the world when the world is so 
greatly in need of their services, unless it 
is to serve a warning to those who are 
not doing their best for Christ and the 
Kingdom. 


“There is a world above 
Where parting is unknown; 
A whole eternity of love 
Form’d for the good alone: 
And faith beholds the dying here 
Transplanted to that happier sphere.” 
—C.M.M. 


MISS MARTHA LOUISE SCHMIDT 


Martha Louise Schmidt, the oldest child 
of Absalom Gable and Catherine Matilda 
(Trone) Schmidt, was born at Hanover, 
Pa., Apr. 1, 1854, and entered into rest Wed. 
evening, Feb. 6, 1935, aged 80 years, 10 
months, 6 days, at the home of her sister, 
Mrs. Catharine Elizabeth Nagle, Wash- 
ington, D. C. In infancy she was bap- 
tized by the Rev. Jacob Sechler, and later 
was confirmed a member of Emmanuel 
Church, Hanover, Pa., by the Rev. Dr. 
William K. Zieber. In her early years 
she showed an interest in music, and took 
her first lessons on the family melodeon, 
then on the organ, the piano and finally 
on the pipe organ. She possessed a very 
sweet voice and had helpful lessons in 
voice culture. For a number of years she 
was the leading soprano on the choir of 
Emmanuel Church, Hanover. Later she 
became the Church organist and continued 
in that position until her removal to Bal- 
timore, Md., in 1889, where with her 
mother and younger sister she went to 
make a home for her brother, Dr. Am- 
brose M. Schmidt, who had been appoint- 
ed missionary in charge of a preaching 
station in that city. 

Soon after her arrival in Baltimore she 
became the organist in St. Paul’s Reform- 
ed Church, the Rey. Dr. Lloyd E. Coblentz, 
minister. She held this pusition until 
the marriage of her sister Catharine in 
1897 to Mr. Levi Nagle, of Washington, 
D. C., when she removed to that city, and 
made her home with her sister during her 
remaining years. It was not long before 
she was elected the organist in Grace 
Church, the Rev. Dr. John M. Schick, pas- 
tor. Was organist during the years that 
President Theodore Roosevelt worshipped 
in Grace Church, and continued her min- 
istry of music until a nervous breakdown 
compelled her to resign. A few years 
later she accepted the position of organ- 
ist in the First Church, the Rey. Dr. Buh- 
rer, pastor, and held this position for sev- 
eral years, until a serious heart disturb- 
ance compelled her to relinquish further 
active services. So long as health and 
strength remained she took an active part 
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in the various organizations of the Church. 
She was also for some years the historian 
of the Capital Chapter, D. A. R. 

The immediate cause of her death was 
a serious attack of the grip from which 
she did not have strength to rally. For 
several days she was in an apparently un- 
conscious condition. The evening before 
she fell asleep, she exclaimed, “That was 
wonderful.” When asked what was won- 
derful, she replied, “That music. Did 
you not hear it? It was beautiful.” 

Funeral services were held in Grace 
Church, Washington, Friday evening, Feb. 
8, when the Rev. Dr. Ranck, her pastor, 
and the Rey. Dr. Buhrer officiated. Both 
or them spoke of her ministry of music 
in the Church. The next morning the 
body was taken to Hanover where ser- 
vices were held in Emmanuel Church, the 
Rev. Dr. E. F. Hoffmeier officiating. In- 
terment was made in the family plot in 
Mount Olivet cemetery. There remain to 
mourn her departure, two brothers, the 
Rev. Dr, Ambrose M. Schmidt, George T. 
Schmidt; a sister, Mrs. Catherine E. 
Nagle, and 6 nephews with their families. 


“Hark, hark, my soul! angelic songs are 
swelling! 
* * * * * 
Angels of Jesus, angels of light, 
Singing to welcome the pilgrims of the 
night.” 
—A. M. 8. 


MRS. MINNIE HEDRICK BECK 


Mrs. Minnie Hedrick Beck was born in 
Davidson Co., October 10, 1876, daughter 
of J. Wesley and Martha Wright Hedrick, 
and passed away in High Point, N. C., on | 
February 6, 1935. She joined the Re- 
formed Church in her home community 
during her youth and, after moving to 
High Point, N. C., she brought her Church 
letter and became a charter member of 
the First Church, remaining a faithful 
member until her death. She was active 
in the Women’s Missionary Society, the 
Church and the Sunday School, where she 
was a teacher. Funeral services were 
held February 7th by Dr. L. A. Peeler 
of Kannapolis, assisted by Dr. J. CG. Leon- 
ard of Lexington, Rey. Milton Whitener 
of Salisbury, and Rev. B. J. Peeler of 
Burlington. She is survived by her hus- 
band and five children, Mrs. R. L. Haney 
and Mr. Ernest Beck of Detroit, Mich., Mr. 
Grady L. Beck of Burlington, N. C., and 
Mrs. Sherman Swaim and Mr. Olin Beck 
of High Point; also her mother and four 
aunts. 

“God knows the way, He holds the key. 

He guides us with unerring hand. 

Sometime, with tearless eyes, we'll see. 

Yes there, up there, we’ll understand.” 


ELDER DANIEL ©. LONG 


_The sudden passing of Elder Long of 
Zion Congregation, Augustaville, Pa., Feb. 
1, was a shock to the entire community. 
He was the son of Samuel S. and M 
Conrad Long, born May 4, 1863. He 
united with Zion Chureh Mar. 26, 1880, 
and on Dec. 15, 1887, married Miss Laura _ 
Bloom. There were 5 daughters and 5 
sons, 4 sons preceding their father in. 
death. Elder Long served long and faith- 
fully as husband, father, citizen, neighbor 
and friend and, in the Church, at various _ 
times, carried out the duties of janitor, 
deacon and elder. He was instrumental _ 
in the rebuilding of the Chureh 5 years’ 
ago, giving freely of his services 
money to this end. His funeral, on F 
5, was in charge of the Rey. 0. F. § 
fer of Berwick, assisted by the Rev. 
H. Hoover of Paxinos-Augusta Ch: 
and burial was in Zion Cemetery. | 
survived by his wife, 1 son, 5 dau. 
1 brother and a host of loyal frien 


“There is no death in heaven, 
For they who gain that shore 
Have won their immortality, — 
And they ean die no more.” 


